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ANSWER to ſome OBJECTION 
noved qgainſt it by a FRIEND, 


1 


85 FOHN GLAS. 


II CORINTHIANS, viii. 9. For ye know the Grace of ou 
Lord  FESUS CHRIST, that tho* he was rich, yet for your 
Sakes be became poor, that ye thro' his Poverty might be rich. 
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4 HIS PLEA for Pure and Undefil d Rx- 
LIGION, as à Teſtimony of Gratitude 


and Reſpeft, is dedicated by, 


„ His much obliged, and 


4 e 95 moſt humble Servant, | 7 


JOHN GLAS, 


=D 
4 
3 
3 4 i 
4 
4 2 = 


197; 
8 
mY 
& 
* 


—— 
4 7 * 
. 33 


- 


4 


+ 64h. 


oy 


CAME We ons 


Wa 2 - 


* . 
a um .. af ro 


2 


> 


o 


e 
Pure and Duleſtd Religion. 


IL CORINTHIANS, viii. 9. For * know 
the Grace of our Lord FESUS CHRIST, 


that tho he was rich, yet for your Sales 


he became poor, that ye thro his Te 
1 Me rich. 


Dade uE Goſpel of JIxsvs Cn xis x ſtains the 
Pride of Man's glory ing, and excludes: 


the Glory of the divine Perfections in 
his Salvation. And the preaching of: 
Peace by Js Ss CHRIS, is a Decla- 
ration of War againſt the Luſts of this 
World in our Hearts, from which 
Cn RISH came to ſave us, and that, not merely as they tend 
to the Diſturbance of Society, and to our Diſquiet in this 
Lite, but chiefly, as they are oppoſite to the Love of GOD, 
and inconſiſtent with the Regard .due to the Life and . 
mortality _ s brought to Light, and with Conformity to. 
| Cn RIS 7 > 


boaſting on his Parr, when it proclaims 
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one Way or other, to exalt the Wiſdom, the Merit and the 


Cunrer, and Subjection to him in his — that's 
not of this World. | e 

Tx 1s Pride and Love of the World, to which the Go- 
ſpel is ſo oppoſite, is the true Ciuſe of fidelity. And the 
Praiſes Infidels are pleaſed to beſtow on ſome of the Laws 
of the Goſpel, proceed from a Miſtake of thef: Laws, as 
if they carried in them ſome ſuch Flattery of the Pride of 


our own Virtue and erit, as we find in the moral Phiioſo- 
phy, and as if theſe Laws had been made for ſuch a Socie- 
ty as a Kingdom of this World. 

AN po all the Perverſians af the Goſpel, by them who 
found their Intereſt in profeſſing ſome Belief of ic, have 
flow'd from the ſame Source with Infidelity ; as they all ſerve, 


Power and Authority of Man, againft the Mercy and Grace 


of the righteous Father, the Righteouſneſs of the Son of 


GOD, and the Office he bears in his Church, and the Work 
of his Spirit; and as they all likewiſe ſerve a Way to in- 
dulge, or even approve us in fulfilling the Luſts of this 
World, except in Ways that are openly hurtful to a world- 
ly Sectery ; for a Kingdom of this World cannot flouriſh 
without ſuch a Fulfilment of theſe Luſts as is plainly con- 
demned in the Goſpel. | 

Tus is viſible in the grand Perverſion of the Goſpel, 
and Corruption of Chriſtianity, that was beginning to work 
in the very Time of the Apoſtles, and diſplay'd. itſelf in 
Form when Chriſtianity became the Religion of the Empire, 
and will continue in ſome Shape or other in the World, ti 
the Lord J=svus deſtroy it by tlie Brights of his OC 


Coming 
Max x Inſtances might be brought from the n of 


the Goſpel, to ſhew that they are deſigned unto quite ano- 


ther and higher End than the Happineſs and Proſperity of. 


a Nation of this World; and ſo to manifeſt, that the Au- 


thor of the Chriſtian Religion did not appoint it to be the 
Religion of any Nation of this World, but of a People whom 
GOD is ING bs to take out of every Nation, for his Name, 
Tas 
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Tus Deſcription of — in the Lavefthe Gospel 


| Againſt it, is one Inſtance, which, if well underſtood, may 


ſerve abundantly . to clear this, though there were no more. 
.J=svs Cn RIS :reats, this Subject expreſly in his Di- 

courſe to his Diſciples before the Multitude, Lale xii. 1 5 

Ao. The Occaſion of that Diſcourſe was, one of the 


- Maltitude of his Hearers ſaying to him, Maſter ſpeak. to my 
Brother, that be divide the Inberitance uiib me, Ver. 13. It 


ſeems this Man thought his Brother ought, in Conſcience, 


to grant what he deſired, and did not doubt but CR R118 TS 


Judgment in the Caſe, to which he ſuppoſed his Brother 
would yield, would be for him It is like, both the Brothers 
had ſome Reſpect to Ixsus as the Mxss 1A H, whom the 


Fews were expecting as a Judge and a Divider over them, 


under whoſe Government they would be a happy Nation: 


And ſo he was giving him Employment, as a Judge and Di- 


vider, over him and his Brother. This, his Notion of the 
Mxss lan, was not very agreeable to the DoErine:Jz'svs 
was preaching immediarely before, but agrecable enough to 
that Faith concerning CHRIST, which is conſiſtent with 


the Love of this World, and which abounds en Erbe 


in the Nations called Cbriſtian, to this Day. 
Oux LORD points out to him his Mitte n the Ot. 
Hee of the Mass tau and his Kingdom, when he ſays, 


| Man, who made me a Judge or a Divider over you? Ver. 14. 
and, in Place of granting his Requeſt, begins a Diſcourſe | 


againſt Covetouſneſs, which cloſely accompanies that Miſtake 


about the Mzs51an's Kingdom among the Jews to this 


very Day, ard is indulged wherever any ſuch Thought 
of En RIS 1's Kingdom is entertained, as if i it were of * 
World. 

Tuoven Canis r declines the Part of: a Jadgy i in 
the Queſtion twixt this Man and his Brother, about the In- 
heritance, he judges of the Diſtemper of his Mind, that 


mew d itfelf in his Petition, and applies himſelf to the Cure. 
For he ſhew'd himſelf uneaſy at his Situation, in Compari- 
: fan, with his own Brother, and not contented with what he 


x had; 


— 
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3 and "therefore, a better Bis Condition i the 


was juſt and equal in his Eyes; and this in Connection with 
his being a Follower of CR RIS T. This is the plain Im- 
Port of his Perition to J=svs CHRIST. And he is not 


ningular in this: There are ſtill Abundance of ſuch Fol- 


vlowers:of CH RI s T, who, if he would grant this Deſire of 
:pollafling- a little more Abutidance; to eaſe their Minds of 
.the Peas of Straits that may come on them and theirs, that 
they may be preſerved fromthe Miſery of being poor and 
burdenſome! to others, would be content to follow him as 
Far as he will. 


conſi ſteth not in the Abundance of the Things which be poſſeſſeth. 
And this Anſwer points out to that Man, and all that are 
of the ſame Mind with him, the true Cauſe of their Unea- 
:fineſs; vi. Covetouſneſe; and, if we would hearken to it, di- 
rects us how our Minds may be more caſed than ey can ve 
= the greateſt Poſſeſſions. 

Wu he lays, Tate 'Heed and 1 of Covetouſuſs, be 


fi igniſies, that, in this Shape wherein he condemns i it, it 4 | 


covered over with the faireſt Pretences, which makes it the 
more dangerous. We are ſurrounded with Temptations to 
the Fulfilment of this Luſt in all the Situations wherein 
we are plac'd in the World; and we muſt watch againſt it, 
as a moſt crafty Enemy ing in Wait to ſurpriſe us, and 
take away our Life: For we can never be 2571 happy 
without the Victory over it. 

Tus LORD diſcovers the Nature of this Evil, and the 
Principle that ſupports it, when he ſays, For a alan s Life 
conſiſteth not in the Abundance of the J. hings which he poſſe Neth, 
The Life that Cy k1sT came to give his People was pre- 


-figur'd-by the temporal Happineſs the Ißraelites bad in the 


A- d of the Things which they poſſeſſed i in the Land 


of Canaan; but the true Life conſiſts in the Poſſeſſion of 


all ſpiritual 3 leſſings in heavenly Places in Chrift. Unto this the 
Pattiarchs looked, and would not be ſatisfied with the 


World, and to poſſeſs more Abundance, in a Method thar 


But the LORD's Anſwer to this Petition, 
eis; Take Heed and beware of Covetouſneſs : Fr a Man's Life 


Type of it: They Afored a better n that I, an. beat 
The Pſalmiſt declares, That Life lies in GOD's Foe not 


in the Abundance of [ett and Wine, but in the Light of 


bis Countenance. This is the Life that I sus CurisT) 
gives to Men; and when. he came to bring it clearly to 


Light, he ſet aſide the Type of it, which was as a Vail over 


3; it, and declared plainly, That a Man's Life conſiſts not in 
# it. And if Man's Life conſiſt not in the Abundance of 
the Things which frac! poſſeſſed in the Land of Promiſe, 


which was the Life promiſed to that Nation in GOD's 


Coveuant with them, how much leſs doth it conſiſt in the 
Abundance, of any other Poſſeſſions of this World? | 


Every vicious Inclination of our Hearts is ſupported 


by ſome falſe Principle, ſome Error ſo deeply rooted in our 


Minds, as to determine our Choice, even though the Judg- 


| ment of GOD, againſt what we chuſe to do, be manifeſt in 


our e eee Therefore Sin is called Darkneſs, and a 
State of Sin the Power of Darkneſs. Now the Error that 
influences the covetous Man in the F ulfilment of his Luft, 
in all Caſes, is this, That a Man's Life conſiſts in the Ko | 


; bundance of the Things which he poſleſſeth, even as the 


Pride of Life goes upon this Principle, That a Man's Life 
conſiſts in the Gaiety and Bravery, the Honour and Power 
of this World; and the Luft of the Fleſh is founded in 
this Perſwaſion, That a Man's Life lies in the Pleaſures 
and Eaſe of the Fleſh. He that walks in the Pride of Life, 
and has his Byaſs that Way, values his Poſſeſſions only as 
they contribute to that which is his Life, and he can hazard 


his bodily Life, to preſerve or attain more of that wherein 


he imagines his Life conſiſts. And the ſenſual Man loves 
Poſſeſſions for the Sake of his ſenſual Pleaſures, and he can 


part with his Poſſeſſions, and endanger his bodily Life for 


Ihe Pleaſures of the Fleſh, without which, it would be no 
I Life to him, But the covetous Man's Life, the Eaſe of 


his Soul, conſiſts in the Abundance of Poſſeſſions; and 
though he delights alſo in worldly Honour and Power, and 
in the Pleaſures of the Fleſh, yet more in poſſeſſing Abun- 
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N : 12 his greateſt Fear is Want; and this keeps kim 
moderate and ſober in the Purſuit of Honour and Pleaſure. 
7. Tu Goſpel that declares the Mercy and Grace of GOD 
in Cu RIS 1 to us miſerable Sinners, and brings the true 
Life and Immortality to Light, bears very hard on the Lult 
| of the Fleſh and the Pride of Life, and requires the Morti- 
fication of theſe Luſts in the doing of good Works and 
Alms-deeds to all the Needy, eſpecially to thoſe of the 
Houſhold of Faith, that ſo we may imitate the Grace of the 
Loxp Jzsus manifeſted in our Salvation, and declare our 


lively Hope of that eternal Glory and Pleaſure that's pro- 


miſed by him to them who thus obey him. In the Parable 
of the rich Man and Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19. we ſee the rich 
Man damned for ipending that on his Pride and Vanity, and 
"his Luxury, that ſhould have relieved yoor Lazarus. The 
promoted by his 
wearing Purple and fine Linen, and faripg ſumptuouſly e- 
very Day; and the working Poor, whoſe Labour was 


Trade of the worldly Society might be 


turn d to the Service of his Luſts, had Benefit by him; and f 


ſo he might be conſidered as an uſeful Member of Society; 


but * who was uncapable to miniſter to his Luſts, had 
This Lazarus would have been a ve- 


little Help from bim. 
ry fit Perſon for the publick Care, or for being laid on 


lune of theſe Hoſpitals and Mortifications, which are 
Sacrifices to the Pride and Vanity of the Mortifiers; 1 
as a Grievance, ö 
from the Sigh: of the rich Man, whoſe daily Work it 
mould have been to pity and re lie ve him. By this Parable / 
we are alſo taught, not to look on worldly Plenty and Pro- 
ſperity, as any Evidence of the divine Favour, nor on the 
deepeſt Poverty and Diſtreſs, as a Token of his Wrath. Vea, 
Fulneſs of Poſſeſſions proves a Curſe, and ſerves to damn 
us, without that Almſgiving which the Goſpel requires, 
and Poverty a Bleſſing, when it ſerves as a Mean to wean 
our Hearts from this World, and turn our Affections to 4 


and fo he might have been removed, 


Heaven] ly T hings. 
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1 the Goſpel calls the Man of Pride and Vanity to be 


mortified to his Life, and the fenſual luxurious Man to his, 


in the doing of good Works and Alms, it no leſs requires 
the covetous Man to be mortified to his Life, or to OP 
Pleaſure and Eaſe his Soul would take in Abundance pof- 
ſeſſed, and that this Mortification, and his Hope of the bs. 


ter and more enduring Subſtance, ſhould appear in the gt. 
ving of Alms. But however far he may agree with the Go- 
ſpel againſt Luxury and Pride ( as others will join in con- 
demning his Coyetouſneſs) yet he will not agree to the Say- 
ings of Jzsvs CHRIST on this. Matter, til they be ſo far 
explained away, as to leave him Room for ſome Eaſe to his 
Soul, in poſſeſſing worldly Subſtance, as a Guard againſt 
his greateſt Fear, viz. Want that may come in. this Life. 


Ov x LORD deſcribes Covetouſneſs farther in the Pa- 
rable of the rich Man, whoſe Ground brought forth plen- 


rifully, Ver. 18, —21. And here he draws the Picture of a 
coverous Man agreeably to whar he was juſt before ſaying of 


Covetouſneſs, but very unlike what's commonly thought. 


Hz ſuppoſes the Man coming to Wealth, not by any in- 
direct or unlawful Means, nor by pinching and churliſh Sa- 
ving; for he gets it by the Providence of GOD ſending him 
an extraordinary Crop far excceding his Living. And when 
it comes thus to his Hand, he appears to be no Miſer as to 
enjoying the good of his Labour, when he has the Proſpect 
of Abundance remaining to ſerve him in many Years of grea- 
ter Scarcity that might come afcerward ; But he would have 
his Soul eaſed of the Fears of future Straits, by poſſeſſing 
cnough to ſupply him for many Years, thro' laying up, as 
conveniently and ſafely as he could, upon the Earth, what 


GOD had naw provided for him. Thus he placed his Life 


in the Abundance of the Things he poſſeſſed; and in the 
View of this his Life, he eats, drinks and is merry. 
Tux Employment of the Husband Man is much like the 


F Labour of the Ants and Bees, and he has his Food and 


Raiment, as the Fruit of his Labour, returning to him at a 
certain Fer lod. os zus CHRIST {won not charge Cove- 
Fn | touſncis 


9 


* 
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FEM Ip; upon * bat ſuppoſes i it, and ſo puts the Caſe, of 1 
his Ground caſting up far more to him than is ſufficient for: 


bis Maintenance arid preſent Living; and then the Que- 


flion 1 is, How that ſhould be beſtowed? The Man's Cove- 


touſneſs reſolves him what to do with his well gotten 
Goods, that ſo far exceed his yearly Living by his 
Ground, as to be a Stock for many Years to come. He 
reſolves to lay them up in Store for himſelf on the Earth, 
and ſo makes rat rich toward GD 
Bur GOD ſays to him, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul 
ſpall be required of ls Den wheſe ſpall theſe Things be aubich 
zboy haſt provided. Here that which is accounted great Wil: 
dom among Men, is declared to be F olly with GQD, who 
calls this Man a Fool, for providing i in this Manner againſt 


Evils that might happen to him in Times to come in this | 


Life, a great Uncertainty, and not providing for Death; 


a Fool in neglecting to do good, and give Alms, while he 


had Opportunity, and it was in his Pawer, and that on Suppo- 
ſition of what might happen after the Time when (for what 
he knew) his Soul might be required of him; a Fool in not 
ſecuri ing his Treaſure better, for tne Eaſe of his Soul, but 
laying it up where it might be loſt, or he taken from it, 
where it could afford him no Eaſe oor Death, and where 


he could not be certain how, or by whom, it would be uſed 


or beſtowed after his Removal. 


Tux Wiſdom of Jeſebb, in providing for the Years of : 
Famine to come, is by ſome ſet in Oppoſiti tion to theſe 
Words that Jxs vs CyRisT puts here in GOD's Mouth. 


But when we conſider Joſeph as directing the Government 


of a Kingdom of this World, and providing againſt an E- 
vil certainly coming on that Kingdom, and ſo as good as 
preſent, this no Way anſwers the Caſe in the Parable. And 


if we conſider Foſeph as the Type of him who is here f. peak- 
ing, and is appointed Head over all Things to his Church, 
to provide for it as to this Life and that which is to come; 
and obſerve, that what he here reaches us, ſerves to brir 


* into entire Dependence on him as ſuch; we ſhall cafily 
per · 
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ö percelve that our Covetouſnels n little Encourage. 
ment from the Hiſtory of Joſeph. And when we really de- 


3 4 pend on the true Zoſeph as our Provider, then we ſhall be 


FOR 1 of — * R 1 
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under his Direction, and take Care ta do what he is here 
3 enjoining us. 
Our LORD's Ref ectian on his Parable, is, So is be 


that layeth up Treaſure for bimſelf, and is not rich towards GOD. 
The Parable ſhews us what we are to underſtand by a Man's 
treaſuring, or laying up in Store to himſelf; and the fallow- 


| ing Part of this Diſcourſe puts the Meaning of bect ming 
rich toxwards GOD, as a Depoſitary, beyond all Doubt: F or 


he fays, Ver. 2 34, Sell that ye have, and give Ams; * pro- 
vide yourſelyes Bags ephich pax not old, a Trea ſurs in aha Ha- 
vens that faileth not: For qvhere your Treaſure is, 
there will your Heart be alſo. Ef this Manner ſhould the 
rich Man in the Parable have beſtocued his Fruits and his 
Goods which he had to beſtow, if he would have been rich 
toward GQ; but, in Place of this, he would become 
rich by chem in this World, and take the Keeping of 
them into his own Hand. Theſe two very different Ways 
of laying up our Subſtance, and making rich, are here ap- 
poſed to one another; and heſtowing in Alms all the 
Fr uits and Goods that we have, or that exceed our Living, 

is required of us, as making rich towards GAD, in Oppoſition 


to laying then up to ourſelves on the Earth, as iu the Parable ; 


For, it we be at any ſuch Pains to find. out how to be. 
ſtow our Goods in Alms, as worldly covetous Men are at 
to find how to lay up in Store on Earth for themſelves, our 
LORD does not ſo much as ſuppoſe that we can be at 
any Loſs for Room where to beſtow them. 

Tazy who are influenced by the Goſpel to beſtow their 


Goods i in this Manner, are acting a wiſe Part in the Sight | 


q of GOD, laying up to themſelves Treaſures for eternal 
4 Life, and providing daily againſt that certain Evil, Death, 
as Morrals ſhould do. And both the Old Teſtament and 


the New point out this as the beſt Way of n againſt 


"W ants 


* Compare Prov. xix. 15. 


1 

Wants that way come in this Life, as well as it is the on- 
ly Way of laying up worldly Subſtance. for eternal Life; 5 
ſee Pſalm xxxvii. 3, 25, 26. 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 


The xi Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, from the Beginning to the 1 


3th Verſe, agrees remarkably with the Doctrine of the 
Now Teftament, and with this Diſcourſe of our Lo RD. 
There the wiſe Man exhorts to Almſgiving in this Manner: 
He ſays, with an Alluſion to his Trade by Sea, Send + thy 

Bread on the Waters, give a Portion to ſeven, and alſo 7 
eight. And he compares this Giving, to the Clouds full of 
Rain, emptying upon the Earth , even as, Mat. v. 45, Chri- 


ſtians are commanded to imitate their Father, who ſendeth 1 | 


Rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt. He likewiſe commends it 
to us under the Notion of Sewing, when he ſays, In the Morn- 
ning ſowo thy Seed, and in the Evening withhold not thine Hand. 

And this is refer'd to, Gal. vi. 8, 10. where doing Good 
to all Men, eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith, as we have 
Opportunity, is called ſowing to the Spirit. His Motives to 
this are, Thou ſbalt find it afier many Days ; like the Pr ofits 
of his Indian or African Trade. Compare Luke xvi. 19. 

and Gal. vi. 6, 8, 9, 10. where laying up to ourſelves 
Treaſures on the Earth, or beſtowing them to gratify and 
fulfil any of our worldly Luſts, is called ſocving to the Fieſb, of 
which we ſhall reap Corruption, and Almſgiving ſowing to 
the Spir t, of which we ſtall, in due Ti ime, reap Life everlaſt- 
ing, if we faint not, and be not Weary in this Weldoing: And 
as many as think and act as if it were otherwiſe, deceive 
themſelves, and mork GOD; as da all they who pretend to 
he {| ptrirual, while, in place” of this Weldoing, they are 
ſowing to the Fleſh, by making rich in this World. He ſays 
next, For thou knoweſt not <vhat Evil ſhall be upon the Earth, or, 
thou ſhalt not know the Evil that ſhall be upon the Earth. 

And the Reaſon for which the Covetous lay up their Trea- 
fares on the Earth, is the very ſame that Solomon gives here 
for Almſgiving. He ſays further, If the Tree fall toward 
| the South, or fouyard the North ; : in the Place where the Tree fal- 


= i now * to ſend, no; ſo properly to caſt. 


the | 


Toth, 
the 


on- lerb, there it all be. Compare Mat. xxy. from Ver. 31, to & 
fe; the End, Luke iii. 9, 10, 11. and Rev. xiv. 13.— Theiy ' 
i Works do follow them; and theſe Words in the Parable, 1 
the > Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee, <vhoſe 6 
the W then /ball theſe Things be? Laſtly, he fays, what may ſerve to 2 
2D. obviate the Objections ariſing in our coyetous Hearts a- A 
ler: gainſt the Alms requir'd in the Goſpel, when he tells us, | 

; by He that obſerveth the & ind, (ball not ſow, and he that regard- 1: 
> to © eth the clouds (ball not reap, And, thou knoweſt not the Works i 
U f GOD who doth all. Thou knoweſt not whether ſhall pro- ; 
uUi- per, either this or that, or whether they both alike good. g 59 
etz Ox LORD's Diſcourſe following his Parable, in the 2 
sit xli Chap. of Lake, coincides with a Part of his Sermon on 'F 
un- the Mount, Mat. vi Chap. Ver. 19, ——34, which ſeems to 1 
nd. - point againſt the Covetouſneſs of the Phariſees, and to ex- 1 
20d plain the fourth Petition of his Prayer, even as what he ' 
ave ſays, Ver. 14 and 15. explains the th. That gqth Petition is 4 | 
to F oppoſed ro Thoughtfulneſs for the Future, and is inconſi- 15 
firs 3 ftent with our reckoning any Thing we have our own, 4 
19. 3} while the Children of GOD, with whom we pray for daily 1 


ves Bread, are 11 want of that Bread: For if we have pre- 
nd ſent Sufficiency for ourſelves and for them, and ſuffer 
„of |} them to want this Day, how can we pray with them, Give 
to u this Day our daily Bread. © OL 
zfi- FF. Tnz LORD ſuppoſes the different Conditions his Peo- 
nd plc may be in, as to the Things that ſerve to ſupport their 
Life in the Body. Some may be ſo ſituated, as not only 
to to have Food and Raiment ſufficient at preſent, but alſo to 4 
are be capable to lay up ſuch Things as may be ruſted, moth'd, i 1 
ſays or ſtollen, before there be Neceſſity for them to themſelves; by 
or, and the Beginning of his Diſcourſe ſuits beſt with this Sort: 
th. Por there is not juch Occaſion to exhort them, not to lay 


rea- theſe Things up in ſtore to themſelves on the Earth, * 

cre who have ſcarce Food and Raiment at preſent, and fo can- * 
ard © not lay up for the Future. What he ſays, from Verſe 26, 4 
fal- downward, applies better to theſe who have Difficulty to i 
the lire To-day, and ſee not how they are to live To-morrow. '1 
— , 


: n 
Though the firſt Sort be not excluded there either.: 
For it is ſtill the Fear of future Evils in this Life, that 

moves them to lay up ſuch Things to themſelves on the 
Earth, who have it in their Power, that ſo their Minds 

may be eaſed of Anxiety and diſquieting Fear about theſe 
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV 3 
WI muſt notice here, in the firſt Place, what are the 
Treaſures that the Lo RD ſpeaks of, when he directs us a- 
bout laying them up. And it is moſt plainly told us, that they 
are Treaſures ot ſuch Things as may be moth'd, ruſted, or 
tollen, if lay'd up on the Earth 1 So that we are not left to 
our own Imagination, as to what ſhould be meant by the 
Treaſures. And to deny them to be Treaſures of ſuch 
Things, would be uſing too much Freedom and Boldneſs 
with his Words. 6 


. . IT muſt likewiſe be obſerv'd, that he does not abſolutely 
Forbid us to lay up Treaſures of theſe Things to ourſelves. 
On the Contrary, he bids us lay them up. But that which he 
forbids is, laying them up on Barth; where they may be 
ruſted, moth'd, or ſtollen; while he commands us to lay 


. "AND we are not left at any Uncertainty, as to. what 
mould be the Meaning of treaſuring Treaſures of theſe 


ſelf; and do not follow our own Fancy, to wake it ſay any 
Thing we pleaſe, we muſt take it to ſignify the giving of 


[ theſe Things in Alms, as appears moſt evidently by compa- 
3 ring Luke xii. 21, 33, 34. See likewiſe Lake xvi. 9. Gal. 


vi. 6. — 10. and 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. And the A- 


2 Cor. viii. 2. and Chap. ix. 6. —11. This is agree- 
able to what was ſaid in the Proverbs, Chap. xix. Ver. 1). 
Hl that bath Pity on the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that 
-Whrch be bath given «vill be pay him again. Almſgiving, then, 


Pay what's ſolent, and is able both to. give Bread for aur Food, 
and multiply our Seed ſoun, and increaſe the Fruits of our Righ- 


> 


ven; 
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them up in Heaven, where no ſuch Thing can befal them. 


Things in Heaven: For, if we explain the Scripture by Tt | J 


poſtle ſpeaks of Wealth and Riches in the Matter of Alms, F 


is lending to the LORD, who hath obliged himſelf to re-—F 


tkeouſeſi: And ſo it is a laying up with our Father in Hea- 
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r.: N en, the Things which, being laid up on the Earth, might 
At 4 xe moth'd, rufted, or ſtollen, but cannot be loft with him 


he 9 ow? 15 abundantly able to perform all that he has promiſed. 
ds Tu 1s is a good Work much inſiſted on in the Goſpel; 
ſe 5 pea, it is that which is ordinarily intended where we read 
| ; 1 bf good Works in the New Teſtament. Doing Gocd to all 
he 3 Ven, eſpecially unto them who are of the Houſbold of Faith, is the 
= 1 reat Fruit of the Grace of GOD beſtowed on us by Ix- 
ey N os CHRIST, the Evidence of our Faith and Know- 
or edge of his Grace, who for our Sakes became poor, that 
ro Ke thro? his Poverty might be rich, and the Proof of the 


he Pincerity of our Love. By this we ſhew the Subjection of 
ch pur Confeſſion to the Goſpel of Cu r1sT, whereby GOD 
eſs s glorified, a Cor. ix. 12, 13. and by this the Purification. 

Ppf the Heart thro' Faith ſhews itſelf in its Excellency a- 
ly Move the Phariſaical Purification, Luke xi. 41. But rathes 


es. give Alms of ſuch Things as you have, or give the Things you 
he Pave in Alms ||, and bebold all Things are clean unto you. 
be When the Apoſtle James calls us to be Doers of the Word, 
ay fund not Hearers only, deceiving our own ſelves, he points 
n. put this to us as the Doing of the Word, and calls it pure 
"at end unde fil Religion, in Diſtinction from that fiery Zeal and 
le Whoſe flaming Speeches about the Word, wherein theſe 
it= place their vain Religion who are Heider only, and not 
ny Poers, and whoſe unbridled Tongues keep no Meaſures 
of Frith their Practice. Fames 1. 27. Pure Religion and undefil'd 
Das Mhefore GOD and the Father is this, To viſit the Fatherleſs and 
ral. | idewws in their Affition, to keek bim ſelf unſpotted from the 
A- Vorld. 

ns, $ CnxisrT's peculiar People are. eels of good Works: 
e- et how rare is this diſtinguiſhing Zeal even among them 
13 at would be eſteemed zealous Chriſtians? There is in- 
at feed a great Noiſe made about Charity and Alms in the 
un, Roman Church But as, in that worldly Kipgdom, they are 
re- ir enough from keeping themſelves unſpotted from the 


: 0 oy the Merit that's there Placed in Alms- 
deeds, 


I Te wwe, Ann! N HH. 
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deeds, th eſe are ſlated in 2 the Mercy RP" Grace q 
of the Father, and the Righteouſneſs of his Son IR- 
sus CyrisT; and the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Inffue 
Affliction, are not the chief Objects of their Alms; but Atwhi 
the enriching of that worldly Church, and cheriſhing | oſpe 
the Swarms of ſturdy holy Beggars, is the great Work Wing a 
of their Charity. At beſt, the Roman Alms ſavour more „ luenc 
of the Phariſee than the Chriſtian. They who ſepa- yy thi 
rated from that Antichriflian Church, contending for free ligior 
Juſtification, by Grace, thro' the Redemption that's in 17. 
Cnr1sT's Blood, againſt the Popiſb Merit of good Works, uf 8 
did a notable A to Jesvs CHRIST, and to the Sal- Y begue 
vation of Sinners by him. But the pure and undefil'd Re- mand 
ligion of the Goſpel ſhould have been more inſiſted on, and chere 
warmly preſſed upon the Profeſſors of Faith in Cu RIST's e 4 
Righteouſneſs, and the Zeal of good Works ſhould have 0. 

deen more ſtirred up in Oppoſition to that Sort of Reli- the 8 
gion and Works wherein that Society, ſo greatly polluted Sinne 
with the World, had plac'd Merit. If this had been done Faith 
with as much Zeal as the other, there had been no Room left to hit 
for ſhunning the Alms- deeds of the Goſpel, under Pretence | bs 
of flying from Self-righteouſneſs. How much Need is crific 
there for that Warning the Apoſtle gives us, 1 Fobn iii. | | plea 
7. Little Children, let no Man deceive you; he that doth Rigb- 3 Kili. 
tecuſneſs is vighteous, even as he is righteous? The doing o of Won 
. | Alms, as the Goſpel requires, at the Rate of keeping our- 
3 ſclyes unipotted from the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of in 
= | the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, and that before him who pies 

= | | hath ſhew'd his Mercy and Grace to us at an infinite Rate, 
is reckoned by ſome but a low Evidence of Faith, in Com- F 
pariſon with the Impreſſions they feel on their e by 0 
the Word; a lower Evidence of the Love of GOD to us, 
than that which is in Faith itſelf without Works; For they 


do not duly conſider that Faith without Works is dead ; and Yally 
that to hear the Word with the greateſt Feeling, mh cl Swhic 
the Practice of this pure and undefil'd Religion, is to berr f 7 gon 
: Þ and not do it, and ſo to deceive our own ſelves. The a 
a6 25 In- 2 
45 b 8 
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19 
their 1 Ir auences of the Spirit upon Ma Minds. by the Word 
- but £4 which are all that many have to ſhew for the Fruits of the 
ming "4 0 oſpel) are but as the Pains taken on Ground, by dre{- 
Vork 1 ing and watering, to make it fruitful. But the ſaving In- 
more Muences of the Goſpel are diftinguiſhed from the common, 
ſe epa- by the Fruits, even the Practice of pure and undefil'd Re- 
free ay Matth. xiii. 18, —23. Heb. vi. 4——1 1. Phil. iv. 
's in And the ſealing Work of the Spirit, witneſſing with 
orks, — Spirits that we are the Children of GOD, is the Con- 
e Sal- 9 GD foquent of our bringing forth Fruit in obeying the Com- 
d Re- mandments of the Lord Jzsus, John 14 Chap. which is 
„ and therefore a far greater Rarity than the firſt Influences, that 
are as the dreſſing and watering of Ground to make it fruit- 
| have ful. It is moſt certain, that without Faith in the Blood of 
Reli. the Son of GOD, thre' whom alone GOD is acceſſable to a 
lluted Sinner, it is impoſſible to pleaſe him with any Works; but the 
done Faith by which we know the only true GOD, and come 
m leſt i to him thro' Cu RITST's Blood, the only atoning Sacrifice, 
tence | Z fhews itſelf in good Works and Alms-deeds, which are Sa- 
pry & crifices of Thankſgiving offer'd to GOD by him, well- 
his ii. 9 I pleaſing to GOD, and of a ſweer Smell and Savour, Heb. 
Righ- | iii. 15, 15. Phil iv. 18. When Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. 
ag of | Though [ beflow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
» our- uu Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it profiteth me no- 5 
aft of thing; he ſpeaks not of this as a low outward Evidence, | | 5 
or ſmall Attäinment; for he places it beyond ſ. peaking with 7 
"we 4 | Tongues, propheſying, underſtanding all Myſteries and 
Com. Knowledge, and the greateſt Faith of Miracles; but he 
ſignifies that this may poſſibly be where true Charity i is 
wanting; and in that Caſe, it proceeds from Pride, to 
uvhich the Deſcription of Charity in that Paſſage is eſpeci- 
4 ally oppoſed. Vet that Charity, or Love of the Truth, 
— is there declared to be greater than the greateſt ſpi- 
3 tual: Gifts, yea, a greater Grace than Faith and Hope, 
l ſhews itſelf in good Works and Alms-deeds, eſpecially to 
Phe | the. Houſhold of Faith, and appears in miniſtring to them, 
er in humble Services to them, as the Apoſtle ſays, Hes. 
- stk 


4 
= 


1 Y 
th Chap. where, after ſignifying that Men BED be 1. and of 
luminated, taſte of the heavenly Gift, be made Partakers of . 
the Holy Ghoſt, and taſte the good Word of GOD, and ral or for 
Powers of the World to: come, and, after all, fall away ir- Ppurſel 
recoverably, and be as Ground oft rain d on, bringing for b * giving 


Thorns and Briers, rejected, nigh unto. curſing, . what 4 
End i is to be burn'd, he ſays, Ver. 9, 10, 11. But, Beloved, | J Nie 
wwe are perſwaded Joes Things of you, and 7 pings that accom- ey anc 
Pany Salvation, tho we thus ſpeak : For GOD is not unrighte- | ve ſe 
_ ous to forget your Work and Labour of Love ewhich ye. have bean- 1 a hh 
ed toward his Name, in that ye have miniſter d to the Saints, and r th 
do miniſter: And we 125 that every one of . you do beau the | but re 
Jame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of Hope unto the End. Thus the 11 
true Charity ſhews itſelf,® and thus it will appear in the themi 
Judgment at the laſt Day, Matth. xxv. 31, —46. where ſire tc 
we ſee good Works and Alms-deeds expreſly connected their 
with that eternal Life which was given us in CHRIST be- = 
fore the World began, as they arc likewiſe, (al. 6th, and [Th 
1 Tim. 6th Chap. I in thi 
TRR Practice of this pure and undefild Religion, then, odd; 
is laying | up for ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven; yea, the I we ar 
giving of our Money, our Food and our Raiment, to all ſuch 
the Poor, ſpecially ſuch as are of the Houſhold of Faith, is Wor 
ſuch a Way of laying up againſt all real Straits we may be ſo we 
in while this Life laſts, as ſecures what we lay up effectu- Bil, 
ally againft the Ruſt, the Moth and the Thief: For it the E 
has GOD's faithful Promiſc of ſupplying our Need of theſe 3 [LOR 
Things, Matth. vi. 32, 33. Tour beavenly Father knoweth that is pl. 
you have Need of theſe Things; but ſeek ye firſs the Kingdom of ve w 
GOD, and kis Righteouſne ſs," and all theſe Things ſhall be ad- who | 
ded unto you. See Prov. xxviii. 27. and Pſal. xli. 1, 2, 3. 7 him, 
Whereas, in treaſuring up theſe Things on the Earth, 1 0 0 
we have no Security given us, that they ſhall not be loſt miſe, 
to us before the Evils come againſt which they are pro- this! 
vided, while, at the ſame Time, they are no Proviſion for nd 
eternal Life; but Piety, or pure and undefil'd Religion, is nal, 
profitable unto all Things, _ Promiſe of the Liſe that nw m1 | | E 
a 


1 [ ͤ 


T am 


4 1. and of that which is to come, 1 Tim: iv. 8. If then we would 
* 4 . lay up for a Time of Infirmity, and for old Age, 


"jor for our Widows and fatherleſs Children, let us keep 


y ir-. Fourſelves unſpotred from the World, in doing Good, and 
or ch 5 E's Alms to the Infirm and the old Poor, and to the 
8 Vidows and Orphans i in their Affliction; and let us ſtudy 


owed, | 1 Iro be as diligent in rhis, before him who has ſhew'd Mer- 
cm- cy and ill-deſerved Goodneſs to unworthy miſerable us, as 
ghte- | ve ſee others diligent in laying up Treaſures on Earth in 
be- 4 42 erte Way (as they call it) for Sickneſs, old Age, and 
, aud fur their Wives and Children after them, as they profeſs, 

v the | vat really to gratify their own Luft of Ooxetoufneſs; 4 for 
Thus the Indolent, and they who are far from Induſtry, love 

1 the | Þ themſelves and their Wives and Children, and would de- 
here f fire to be eaſy in old Age, no leſs than they; but they have 
cted their preſent Eaſe, the Luſt of the Fleſh and the Pride of 
be- Life, to gratify, to which all other Things muſt give Place. 
and TuIs Way of making rich, and laying up Treaſures 
_ -, Fin this Life, as well as for eternal Life, looks indeed very 
then, odd; but the Reaſons why it is ſo ſtrange to us, and why 
„the we —— eſtranged from it, can be no other but 


to all ſuch as theſe, 1ſt, We do not, at Bottom, believe GOD's. 


th, is Word, That he that giveth to the Por Hall not lack g. And 
ay be ſo vie. have more Truſt to put in a ſufficient Man's Bond or 
ectu- Bill, or ſuch Securities as we have for what we lay up on 


theſe LORD of Heaven and Earth, who keepeth Truth for ever, 
that is pleaſed to give us in his ml faithful Word; and. yet 
m of wie would take it very ill to be reckoned Infidel. 2dly, He 
e ad- who lendeth to the Lord, and lays up his Treaſures with 
him, commits himſelf to his Care, as a Child to his Father, 


pro- this Life; but we are not willing to be thus at his Diſpoſal; 


for nd being full as much intent upon this Life as Life eter- 
„ is nal, we al not like that we and ours ſhould have no more 
W is, | 1 5 of 
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or it Wthe Earth, than we have to put in the Security that the 


| ap depends on him for Re. payment according to his Pro- 
miſe, with Reſignation to his Will as to all the Concerns of 
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has prqmiſed to his Children; and fo we do not incline to ket 
fall into his Hand; we chuſe rather to venture ourſelves 1 U. 


' 3dly, We have not been ſo far changed into the Image of 


| | * 

* 
9 

Kal 4 

ih 

= 

4 " ; Fill be 
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of the Wealth, Honour and Eaſe of this World, than GOD 1 2 


aud our Treaſures i into the Hands of Men, if thereby we bent, 
may attain to that moderate or competent Portion (as we ½ 13 
call it ) of the good Things of this Life, that we res . 


. 2 . ˖ 
as moſt proper for ourſelves and our Wives and Children. 5 1 


Forbic 
7 * 7 ecau 


the divine Mercy and Grace in Cy AIST, as to love Mercy 


more than our Money, and more than the gratifying of en 
. our worldly Luſts thereby. Now, If any Man love the. * 


World, the Love of the Father is not in him: For all that | 3 
is in the World, the Luſt of the Fleſþ, and the Luſt. of the + 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, but is of A 4 
the World. And the World paſſeth away, and the Luſt thereof; F ; 
but be that doeth the Will of GOD abideth for ever ; even he 
that practiſes pure and undefii'd Religion. 1 2 ii. 15, 
16, 17. and Chap. iii. 16, 17, 18. | 1 

Bur we muſt return to our LORD 8 Eiern. It 
Matth. 6th Chap. 1 

Hz there ſtates a direct Oppoſition. betwixt theſe. two 
Ways of laying up Treaſures of the Things that are liable 
to the Moth, the Ruſt, and the Thief, upon the Earth; 
and he expreſly forbids the one, and commands the other: 
So that, when a Man has not only Bread to eat, and Rai- 


ment to put on, bur, beyond the Expence of the Maintes 


nance of his Family, has likewiſe to lay up in Store againſt 


Wants and Neceſſities that may happen to him or his in i 
Times to come; if the Queſtion be put, in this Caſe, What 

ſhall he do whh that which he has to Jay up? Our 3 
LORD's Anſwer comes plainly to this, Lay not up to 
Yourſelves Treaſures of theſe Things on the Earth, where 
they may be loſt to you before the Evils come againſt "ſh 
which you laid them up; but lay up to yourſelves Trea- 
ſures of theſe Things, by Almſgiving, in the Hand of your 1 
Father in Heaven, to whom you pray daily, Give ut #his 
Day cur daily Bread, and with him, as a Depoſitary, they 


23 

vill be ſafe, and” certainly forthcoming, as he ſhall know 
Four Need in all Times; and fo you will lay up in Store 

0b 9 bor yourſclves a good Foundation againſt the Timeto come, 


1© IO that you may lay hold on cternal Life. 

elves þ f Hz preſſes his Exhortation further upon us, by this Argu- 
f * bent; For where your Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo, Ver. 
s e 1 lle is not ſay ing, as ſome would have it, Though you lay 
2 3 Ip to yourſclves Treaſures on Earth as well as in Heaven, yet 
ren. 


et not your Heart on that which ye lay up on Earth: For he 


85 of Forbids us to lay up Treaſures on Earth, for this Reaſon, 
er . 'E Becauſe this will be an Evidence of our Heart $ being ſet on 
ig ort the Earth, and an effectual Mean to draw our Hearts thither, 


| _ 
, wy nd to detain them there; and he commands us to lay 


* p Treaſures with our Father in Heaven, becauſe, in that 


f 1 Caſe, our Heart will be there; as if he had ſaid, your Hearr, 
oP 24 your Truſt and your Affection will be where that is which 
ef; 9 lay up in Store for yourſelves as a Foundation againſt 
NN A de Kime to come; therefore, let not that which ye lay 


up be on Earth, that your Heart be not there, but let what 1 
lay up be with your Father in Heaven, that your Heart | 
may be with him alſo. This Argument ſerves to ſupport the 
1 Senſe that has been given of the foregoing Exhortation that's 
nforced by it. The oppoſite Senſe that's put upon that 
Exhortation i is variouſly expreſſed, but it comes all to this, 
9 E et not your Heart on the Things that are on the Earth, but ſet 1 
your Heart on the Things which are above, and heavenly Things. '£ 
And fo this Argument would have no more in it but this, . 
. 2 evhere your Hearts are ſet, there will Jour Hearts be ſet alſe. 
\FTherefore this Gloſs, that leads us quite off from the par- 
Ficular Scope of the Exhortation, by giving us a fair Gene- 
ö ral in the Place of it, cannot be admitted, becauſe it de- 
Kfrroys the Argument, and leaves it without any Senſe at 
ll; nor can the Argument ftand with this Turn that has 
I peen given to the Exhortation, Lay not up to yourſelves Trea- 
ures on Earth ONLY, but lay up to yourſelves Treaſures AL- 
SO AND CHIEFLY in Heaven: For the Argument that 0 
Te it would then turn to this, For fo will your Heart 1 
be not only on * pane, where that is which M0 lay up there, | 
10 but 
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| but alſo and chiefly in Heaven, evhere your Treaſure is chiefly | 1 
laid p. But if the Argument goes not: upon the Evil of our 
Hearts being on the Earth, and ſo hot in Heaven, it goes "a 
on tay Wy at all: And when Earth and Heaven ſtand in 
Competition for our Heart, as in this Paſſage, can it be ſaid | 
to be there where it is not chiefly? This Gloſs, that would 
give us ſome Encouragement to divide our Treaſures and "hh 
our Hearts betwixt theſe two, cannot be reconciled with 
the Account that the LORD gives of them, in directing us 
where to lay up our Treaſures: For, if we had Money to 
lend, and a Friend in whom we truſted ſhould tell us of 
two Hands that offer d, that the one was a good ſure Hand, a1 
and the other a bad one, with whom it would be in great 0 
Hazard, would we make any Queſtion, i in that Caſe, about 7A 
dividing it betwixt the Two? on 1 
Bo r left we ſhould yet imagine, that he has left ſome 
Room for us to lay up Treaſures to ourſelves on Earth, '£ 
as well as in Heaven, or to divide our Work of laying up "# 
ſome Way betwixt the Two, he takes Pains to ſhew . 
us that our Hearts, in that Caſe, will be divided, and BN 
certainly cleave at laſt to this Earth, in Oppoſiti- > 
on to the Father in Heaven: He Geniies, \ Ver. 22, 23. 
our Eye will not be 1 ingle; whatever Reſpect we may pre- i ly 
tend to the Father in Heaven, and to heavenly Treaſure, 
we will have an Eye to this Earth, and to the Things we 
lay up on it, whereby we ſhall be effectually darkned as to 
the heavenly Treaſures to which this Eye is Evil: For this 
evil Eye + being oppoſite to > Bounty in Almſgiving that's mM 
con- 
bs The evil Eye, in the Stile of the Scripture, which our 
LORD's Hearers knew, is oppoſed to the good or bountiful 5 
Eye, in this Manner, Prev. xxit. 9. He that hath a bountiful 
Foe ſhall be bleſſed, for he giveth of his Bread to the Poor. 
Leut. xv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. And thine Eye be Evil againſt f 
thy poor Brother, and * giveſt him noug hi. Prov. xxviſi. 
22. He that haſteth to be rich hath an evil Eye, and conſideret b 
not that Poverty ſhall come upon him. See likewiſe Chap. xxiii. 
6. And Simplicity here aſcribed to the Eye, is put for 
Liberality, Rom. xii. 8. He that giveth, with Simplicity. See 
likewiſe 1n the Green, 2 Cor. viii. 2. and ix. LI, 13. 
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q ConneQed with the heavenly Riches, will darken us in it; 
To make us go about it grudgingly, and ſow ſparingly, 


V hatever. might be ſaid when GOD promiſed Store of tem- 
4 oral Bleſſings in earthly Places, as a Type thro' which his 
j Be ople were to look, as thro' a Vail, to the ſpiritual Bleſ- 
; in heavenly Places; yet no ſuch Thing can be plead- 


2 


4 d now, when the Lo RD has mercifully removed that Vail, 


at we may behold heavenly more clearly, and look di- 
; ny! to the heavenly Inheritance, diſcharging us, at the 


«4 e ſame Time, to ſet our Affections on earthly Things, 


to mind them, even as they might be minded by them 
Sho had them in the Covenant under which they were, as 


hour | 5 7 ypes of the Things that are above, where Cu risT now 


me | Ex purſues this ſame Purpoſe further, Ver. 24, and ſets 
irh, 0b and the Wealth of this World (which he calls Mam- 
> up 5 hon) in Oppoſition to one another, as two Maſters that can- 
ew got be ſerv'd together; ſo that if we will indeed ſerve a- 
and 1 one of them, we muſt of Neceſſity deſpiſe and hate the 
nog Kher. So far is he from ſaying, we ſhould not only ſerve 
» 23. Wammon, by making rich in this World, but alſo and chief - 
pre- 1 ſerve GOD! 
fre, | A: his Reflection on the Parible of the unjuſt Steward, 
8 we | * Whoſe Wiſdom is commended (Luke xvi Chap.) he calls the 
as to liches of this World, the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, or 
cha 1 unrighteous Mammon, with Reference to the unrighte- 
hat's is Steward, who made a Living to himſelf out of his 
con- 1 ord's God: when he was put out of his Stewardſhip for 
our ting them: For we are indeed but Stewards to GOD, 
ntiful to what we poſſeſs of the Wealth of this World, and ie 
ntiful nnot be righteouſſy beſtowed by us, bur according to his 
Poor. ill whoentruſts us with it, that it may be forthcoming to 
ram 4 80 far, then, as it is not apply'd to his Service as he 
eviii. 
* b 3 it becomes an Idol to us, and we are unrighteous 
«xiii, ll the Uſe we make of it. And thus it is the Aammoen 
e for A Wi arigbteouſmeſs Not only unrighteous, as being deceitful 
See | them that truſt in it, as the Steward to his Lord, but 


Greet on the right Hand of GQD. 


F operly unrighteous with reſpect to the common Uſe that's 
\ D made 
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made of it, both in gathering and ſpending it; yea, it is the | 
grand I nſti ument of Unrighteouſnefs among Men, and a 
great Temptation to all the Unrighteouſneſs that's in the 
World. Our Lo xb bids us imitate the Wiſdom (not the 
Injuſtice) of the unrighteous Steward, in making to our- 
ſelves Kriends of the unrighreous Mammon, that when ve 
fail, they may receive us into everlaſting Habitations. i. e. 
Give it to the Poor, and thro' GOD's gracious Promiſes, 
their Bills or Securities, you ſhall be receiv'd into the bes. 8 
venly Manſions when your Life in this World fails: This * 
is what Jzsvs calls, being faithful in the unrighteous Mam. 
mon, when GOD entr i us with it; and if we be not thus | 
faithful to our Truſt as to it, he lets us know we need not 
pretend that we are truſted with the true Wealth, and that 
if we are not faithful in the falſe Riches, we cannot ae 
to be faithful in the True Then he concludes, as in Hatih. 
vi. 24. No Man can ſerve two Maſters: For either be will bat: 
the'one and love the other ; or elſe he vill bold to the one and TY 2 
the other, Je cannot eros GOD and Mammon. Luke xvi. 13. nd 
The Phariſees, who Were covetous, and yet, perhaps, gave i wil 
Thore Alms than many great Pretenders to Chriſtianity now * | 
ive, when they heard theſe Things, derided our Lex», 
cauſe his Doctrine of Alms, and of the Inconſiſtency of bd _ 
Fevvitig GOD thereby, and. ſerving Mammon by laying 1 oe 
the falſe Riches, ſerv'd to manifeſt the Vanity of their Pre- 
tences to the Service of GOD: For, it ſeems, they thought a 
it very ridiculous for one to infinuate, that a Man could A 
not both make rich in this World and in the World to 
come. But he tells them, upon their ſneering Behaviour 
which proceeded from the Pride of their own Merit an 3 
religious Character among Men, Ver. 15. Le are they wwhici 
Juſtify yourſelves before Men; but GO D knoweth your Heats © b 
For that which is highly Hane ogy api is e ren 4 | 
8. Sight of GOD. + "N 
Vier this Way of thinking was not quite fo inexcufablc 
in the Phariſees as it is among Chriſtians, who have the 
Nee Teflament Revelation full and clear. We may indeed "a 
wond er, when we read che New Jeſtamont with Attention 
l hon 
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" we Þov it could be a prevailing Principle among the Profeſſors 
nd a & Chriſtianity, to lay up Treaſures on Earth and in Hea- 
\ the n allo, if we do not conſider what the Apoſtle ſays, 2 

rhe #* ii. 10, 11. Becauſe they received not the Love of 
| our Un Truth, GOD ball ſend them ſtrong Deluſion, that they 
1 we Id believe a Lis; - even this Lie, That we can ſerve Mam- 
7950 4 br without hating or deſpiſing GOD, and that the Friend- 


iſe 5.0 1 ip of this World is not Enmity with GOD. When 
rhea. obſerve the Belief of this Lie lying at the Bottom 
This) f the grand Perverſion of the Goſpel, and Corruption of 
Mam- Fanz we need not wonder that our r Lo RD ſpendß 
. chu, d much Diſcourſe on this Subject. 155 
ed not Tus his Doctrine, with the Praktice of his Followers, 
a tha 4 eee, in the New Teſtament, explains a Prophecy of I. 
retend aiah, concerning the Kingdom of the Mei, Iſai. xxxii, 
Matth. * CH The Fool (Nabal) hall no more be called liberal, nor 
3% hz at. 1 ſaid to be. bountiful: For the Fool avill ſpeak Folly, and 
1 te (hi [pi * Þ is. Heart Will work Iniquity, to praiſe Hyp «criſy, and to [pe ak 
vi. 13. £ rror to the LORD, io make empty the Soul of the Hurgry, and 
, gave ; Y vill cauſe the Drink of the Thirſty to fail; e the Liberal de- 
ty now eib liberal Things, and upon liberal Things JERIT be be eſtab l h- 
RD Here the Wiſdom of him that layeth up for himſelf, 4 
ency off yd is not rich toward GOD, or who wichholds from the 
jing ih e what he carefully layeth up on the Earth, is declar'd 
ir Pre. be Folly, in Oppoſition to the Liberal, his deviſing libe- 
hough'f r hings; and all the Shifts and E of the ſparing 


| could ſims-giver, are pointed out as the Goſpel maniteſts them 


old rol d be, wicked, cruel, or unmerciful and deceitful. The 
aviour Nrophet farercts chere will be ſuch Alms-givers in the 
erit and Goſpel Day, bat ſuch will the Liberality of the Goſpel be, 
y cobiel at their Alms ſhall not be accounted Alms, . 
Heart. eckoning might have been made of them before. Apree- 


ply to this, we find the Apoſtle ſpeaking of e and 
v uenty in Almſgiving, 2 Cor. ix. 5. And the Prophet makes 
icufabl. the religious Profeſſions of them who have not this 
ave the Rberality, to be but Hypocriſy and Lies ſpoken to the 
indeed WORD» Compare Iſaiah lviii Chapter. Ze 

rention f 


erer wil | 


Ovr 


* 
* 


of their Intereſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. We may e. 1 


Dan. iv 25. and we may obſcrve how the LORD calls his 


Liberality than theirs was Kr Fes to them; yea, he a- I 5 


. one 
nd tt 
br. 27 


On Lo Rp, in like Manner, by chis his Dockrine, ariel 
on the Purpoſe that was begun in the Miniſtry of Foby the 
Baptiſt, at the Dawning of the Goſpel Day. He ſaid, Luke '* 
iii 9 Noe the Ax is laid to the Reot of the Trees; every Tre: 


therefore <chich bringeth not forth good Fruit, is bewn down 2 1 b 
caſt into the. Fire. .And when the People enquired what this Loo. 
Fruit ſhould be, he anſwered, Ver. 11. He that bath tw ard 
Coats, let him impart ts him that hath none, and be that bath i 1 for 1 
Meat, let him do likewiſe. This is what he calls Fruits wor- Ing d 
thy of Repentance, without which he told the Phariſees, F a Ne 


| Who were covetous, that the Things upon which they va- E 900. 


ear n 
Ich ! 
ven ſee how Daniel called Nebuchadnex ar to Repentance, Wi King: 
les 
People to Repentauce; and this Fruit of it, as that, with- 3 . ſ 
out which, all Faſting, and the greateſt Diligence in the 3 . 1 
Ordinances of Worſhip, ſignify nothing, Iſalab 58 Chap. 2 
But for any to pretend evangelical Repentance, and the ; G0 
bringing forth of the Fruits of the Goſpel, without this geen e 
Fruit called for by John the Baptiſt, is indeed to edit Ind tẽ 
Hypocriſy, and ſpeak Lies to the LORD. And can we he © 
perceive Sincerity in giving this aiways as ane of the cau. bure: 


lued themſclves would go for nothing, and be no Evidence þ 


ſes of the publick Fats, viz. Barrenneſs and Unfruitful- 


neſs under the Goſpel and Means of Grace, if this be the q Y 
Fruit that's intended ? '1 F 

Jesvs CRRIS＋, coming after John, purſues this Pur. br. 
pole 1n his Doctrine in ſuch a Manner, and to ſuch a ' 
Length, as to be derided by the Phariſees, who paid Tirhes|| "Sy th 
of all, and gave Alms upon Honour; ſo that to preſs more 


ſtoniſhed his own Diſciples, when he pur Conctonſreſh ro 
the laſt Trial, in the young Man who was extremely intent "Wim t. 
upon eternal Life in the Way of his own Righteouſneſs, M 
by calling him to ſell whatſoever he had, and give to the 8 
Poor, and take up the Croſs and Allan him, Mark x. pi 
21, wacn, upon this Trial, it plainly appeared, that hey i] 

a wou! ao 


rival * Fould not part with his Poſlcflions for that eternal Life; 
bn the Ind rhat therefore he truſted in theſe Poſſeſſions, and 
„Lule 4 N.. at Bottom, that his Life conſiſted in them, 
'y Tre: ' 22. Jz$Us aſtoniſhed his Diſciples, by ſaying, Ver. 23. 
n and 1 w hardly ſhall they that have Riches enter into the Kingdom 
at this 3 GOD! And they were yet more aſtoniſhed, when they 
th tw ard him ſay again, Ver. 24, Children, how bard is 
t 1200 jor them THAT TRUST IN RICHES to enter into the 
wor- ingdom of GOD ! It is eaſier for a Camel to go thro* the Eye 
wiſees, | 7 a "Needle, than for a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
ey va- GOD. Surely it could not increaſe their Aſtoniſhment to 
dence | 4 Fer no more but this, That it is impoſſible only for thoſe 
nay e- ich Men who truſt in their Riches, to enter into the 
tance, Wi Kingdom of GOD; for tft could not be any of the Prin- 
11s his iples of their Education, that truſting in Riches ( which 
__ vas ſo plainly forbid and condemned in their Law, Pſal. 
in the , xii. 10. and Jil. 6, .) was any good Sign of a Man's 
Chap. £: 2 in the faireſt Way for entring into the Kingdom 
d the gf GOD; but it was natural enough for them, whe had 
t this Seen educated in the Hope of a temporal Kingdom of GOD, 
ractiſe pd taught to look on Riches as a promiſed Bleſſing, and on 
an we ſhe Obſervers of the Law that enjoyed them, as highly fa- 
Cau. pured of GOD, to be aſtoniſhed out of Meaſure, when 
ütful- ey found their Matter ſaying, It is as hard for a rich 
xe the Man to enter that Kingdom, as it is for him to be rich 
—  *Withour truſting in his Riches. And they could not well 
$ Pur- Inderſtand him otherwiſe, conſidering the Occaſion of his 
uch ay e They ſaw a rich young Man, who was lov'd 
Tithes y their Maſter for the extraordinary Regard to GOD's 
more Fommandments, which he ſhewed in that Obedience which 
he a- I ad the Promiſe of national Happineſs to {/rae] anne xed to 
eſs to . at the ſame Time fearing he lack'd ſomething to intitle 
intent "Wim to eternal Life, and willing to do any Thing that Ja- 
uſneſs, s ſhould direct him to, for the obtaining of that Life 
to the nich he earneſtly deſired. They had juſt Gen this rich Man 
ark x. ge Ping away grieved from his Guide to eternal Life, when he 


hat he ; Rid! it in the Balance to him with hls Poſſeſſions; and this 
ou RE. Was 


30 e 1 
was the Reaſon of his going away, Fir be bad great rg 
ons. This, with what their Maſter ſaid upon it, let then i 
ſee plainly what they never thought of before, and now 
ſaw, with Amazement, how hard it is for a Man to be rich, hag 
and yet not truſt in his Riches. Aud knowing that truſting f A pp 
in Riches is a great Hinderance to Salvation, they expreſ. 
ſed their Surprize at the Diſcovery of the Connection be- 
twixt having Riches, and truſting in them: For when, 9 
Means of this Connection, (appearing with ſuch Evidence 
in the leading Inſtance of the young Man) he mewed 
them how impoſſible it is for a rich Man to enter the King. 
dom of .GUD, they were a ſtoniſbed out of Meaſure, ſaying a- 
mong themſelves, I ho then can be ſaued! Though the Galen . 
does not put this ſo far to the Trial in every one as in thi 7 
young Man, yet we ſee the Apoſtle grafting an Erhorta- oy 
tion upon this Connection betwixt having Riches, and Pee l 
truſting in them, that was taught by our LORD, 1 Tim. vi." B 


13 18, 19. Charge them that are rich in this World, that they 
ruft not in uncertain Riches, but in the living GOD; — 1 3 Fork 


That they do Good, that they be rich in good Works, ready to di- K ade 
Nribute, willing to communicate, laying up in Store for themſelves 3 om! 
a good Foundation againſt the Time to come, that they may lay 1 Pe , 
Hold on eternal Life. Here is the grand Evidence of a rich d 
Man's not truſting in Riches, but in GOD, even his becom- II 
ing rich in Alms-deeds; and this is eee e with eter- 4 9 
nal Life: So that, let a rich Man profeſs to truſt in the Þ 
living GOD, and to ſeek eternal Life as much as he will, 
if-that Truſt i in GOD, and Diſtruſt of this World's Riches | 
do not appear in diſtributing them to the Poor, ſo as 0 'F 
become rich in good Works; if that Concern for eternal 
Life do not ſhew itſelf in his laying 1 up in Store to bimſelf A pd : 
a good Foundation againſt the Time to come, by doing 2 
Good, diſtributing and communicating, . his Profeſſion: is 9 roſe 
downright Hypocriſy and Lying to the Lo RD. Our . 
LORD anſwers the Queſtion of his aſtoniſhed Diſciples, Ing 
by telling them, Ver. 27. Witb Alen it is impoſſble, but not . 
with GO; | for with GOD all * are Pſbis Such was nir 
te 


bs ö 
% 


oe 4 ; . 3 1 J ; 
then rich! young Man's Eagerneſs for eternal Life, that if 


| w_ had been in Man's Power to truſt in the liying GOD, and 
rich WP worldly Poſſeſſions, and to part with them for eternal 


-uſting fe, he would certainly have done it; but ſo much was he 
1 er the Power of his Covetouſneſs, and Love to his-Poſs 
on be. ons ( which we find, in other Inſtances as well as this, 


-u, bY onnected with Self-righreouſneſs)' that he went away 
dence ®# Frowful from Cn R157, and from eternal Life. Men may 
xewedl Wrifice their Riches to the Pride of their oπ) u Merit, as 1 
King. ell as their Life to their Honour, and to a Name that 1 
ing 4. fall ſurvive them in this ſame World; but to forſake al? 1 
a Ir Lufts, and follow 'Jz5vs cnA137 to eternal Life, 
n this is above Man; and particularly for a rich Man to take 


bis Truſt off his own Merit, and off his Riches, and 
ace it wholly in the Son of GOD for eternal Life, fo as to 
come his Follower unto that Life, bearing his Croſs afrer 
; this, tho' it be impoſſible with Men, is the 

Work of GOD by the Goſpel; for, to the Power that 
to 4. ade the Son of GOD of a Woman, and raiſed kim 
1 ſelves if om the Dead, and gave him Glory, all Things are poſs 
ay lay 4 Pie; and this Power appears where Man's Power fails, 
a rich d ſhews itſelf eſpecially in making a rich Man bountiful 
ecom- Ich the Bounty of the | Goſpel, and liberal | in * 

 eter- it requires. 
4 1 ar TER all, many a great Pretender to Chriſtianity; 


horta- 
* and | 
m. vis 40 
at — 1 


n the 

: will, W's in his Heart, I'll make rich and riſe in the Poſſeſſions 
tes '$ W fi World, or at leaft carefully preſerve all that I have, 
as | g hd yet 'not ſet my Heart upon it. Thus we can take Fire 


ternal our Boſom and not be burnt ! And thus we take heed” 
imſclf f hd are aware of Covetouſneſs! Shall we ſtudy to put 
doing hrſelves in that fame Situation, or ſhall we endeayour to 
ion is eſerve ourſelves conſtantly in that very Condition, where- 
Our dur Lo RD tells us we ſhall moſt hardly enter into his 
are, ingdom; and yet, at the ſame Time, pretend to ſeek that 
ut not | Boo firſt, and to truft the Promiſe of _ theſe 
ch was 8 e Gans e / which the Nations ſeek alter? =. 
tue „ 04; e eee ep 
F Go, vii. 7. | | 
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7 Tun Nations of this World ſeek what they fhall eat ana 'Þ % 


tended earneſtly, while, in the mean Time, they had Liber 
ty to gratify their Covetouſneſs and other Luſts; yet, as the ls E 


any Man had hearkened to the Lo xÞ's Diſcourſes on Co- 0 
vetouſneſs, or to John Baptiſt calling for Fruits meet 2 0 


been worſe than an Infidel, and denied the Faith ; and chef 


„ 
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drink, and wherewithal they ſhall be oloath d in all Times to % 5 | 
come, and cannot proſper without great Induſtry in ſeeking 


theſe Things; yea, the Avarice of ſome in making and 72 1 
boarding Money, and the Prodigality of others in ſpe nding # 0 W 
it, are the veryPillars that ſupport the Trade of the Nations; , 0 
and if we can reconcile theſe to the Content and Moderati- * of 
on that's inſeparable from ſeeking the Kingdom of Heaven t w 
In the firſt Place, then indeed we may think of national Chri- . 
and be well rſwaded that CHRIS Ts Ki om ĩs ; r for 

IA World. om 5 Bo: 
Tn ov R all this be more plain and evident ĩn the New 3 With 


Teftament, than many other Things for which Men haye con- Muſne 
the 


Corruption of our Hearts has, in many Reſpects, corrupted il Juppot 


8 by perverting the Rule of that moſt holy Re- i W 
ligion, and accommodating it to our Intereſts and Furſuits ee P. 
in this preſent evil World, ſo Covetouſneſs, which has a d an 
peculiar Influence to blind the Mind, has induced Men to! * a * 
endeavour to overthrow the Scope of the foreſaid Disco- 7 75 
ſes of our Lo xD, and to plead to that Purpoſe ſome Texts But 
| of the New Teſtament. . | 4 bs 0072 


As, Nrſt, We ſhall hear 1 F. im. v. 8. infifled on, as 4. 
if the Apoſtle were there declaring him worſe than an intinu 
Infidel, and a Denier of the Faith, who doth not provide be 
for his Family. and Children, by laying up for. them m rel 
Treaſures on the Earth, to make them live comfortably (a5 Geve 7 


they reckon Comfort) after he i 1s taken from them, and tc 4 pears, 


keep them from being burdenſome io other. 
AccoRDiNG to this Gloſs on the Apoſtle s Words, il 


. nd 
is ſec 
ch t 


Repentance, he could not have been fay'd, eſpecially he % 
in whom JIx sus Cn. RIS r put Coretouſneſs to the greateſi of 2 
Tryal, if he had done what he was called to, would have thi h 
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4 5 ö 3 | 
and poles did very a in ſuffering the * KEY 5 the Church 
s to T In Feruſalem to become worſe than Infidels, and deny the 
ing Pith, by going far beyond what has been pleaded from 
and. a ir Lo xps Diſcourſes. Vea, it will be hard, according 
1 | chis Senſe of the Text, to find one among the Chriſti. 
. of whom we read in the New Teſtament as true Follow- 
rati- of Cn RIS, who did not deny the Faith, and was 
t worſe than an Infidel: For it will not be eaſy to find 
pri- Ihe among them laying up Treaſures on Earth we himſelf, 
for his Children after him. 

Bor it will be manifeſt to them who look on this Text 
Neu lith any Singleneſs, That it is rather ſtrong againſt Cove- 
con- "Ke uſneſs and for Almſgiving. The Apoſtle, in that Paſſage, is 
ber- 5 the Subject of the Relief of deſolate Widows, which he 
18 the alls Honour, as he alſo calls that which is beſtow'd for the 
upted upport of the Elders ; And he ſays, 1 Tim. v. 4. But if 
y Re- 5 Widow have Children or Nephews, let them learn firſt to 
rſuits ew Piety at Home, and to requite their Parents : For that is 
has a d and acceptable before GOD. And after the Deſcription 


[en to & a Widow indeed, Ver. 5, 6. he ſays, Verſe 7. And 
cour- 7 >: Things give in Charge, that they may be blameleſs ; and Ver. 
Tom 4 But if any provide not for bis own, and eſpecially for thoſe of 


4 bs own Houſe (or, and eſpecially thoſe of the Houſbold * ) be hath 

YA the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. From thence he 
4 Prinues on che Subject of Widows, to Verſe 16. where ' 
1.5 If any Man or Woman that believeth, have Widows, let 

them 15 m relieve them, and let not the Church be charged, that it may 
bly ca eve them that are Widows indeed. From all this it plainly 
and tc 7 po, that he is ſo far from N Parents to make rich, 


E a 
3s id 3 ad 


on, as 
1an any 
rovide 


* 


0 eſpecially thoſe of * Honbold, Kat he 10 KIN 
7. Co his 1 as Mr. Hallet has obſerv'd pe his Notes, to be 
7 ch the ſame with —.— d pg Tov oixeloue The ige. 
ly alli unto them abo are of the Houfbold of Faith. For theſe 
greateſi e Houſbold here, are ſuch as behoved to be relieved at 


d. have, hy 9 Charge ot the Church, i if they had not believin 
md hel Ch Bidren or Nephews to do * and EY to o keep the Charch 
Apolile being charged. 


nance for them. This he commends as Piety to their on 
© Hhoſe, where wy ſhould do Alms in the firſt Place; ani 
ne commends it 


When they could not do it for themſelves. Then he de 


Jor the care they took of them, by relieving them with th = 


461 * — 
and ay yp.Stocks for their Children, that, on hs Contra | 
3 es is preffing the Children or Nephews of poor wi 5 . 


to be charſtable firſt at Home, i in providing Main * * e it 


5 Pr! 
"= 


ikewiſe as Juſtice or Gratitude, to requi 
dem Pavents, who provided Food and Cloathing for ink 1 


clares, that they who negle& this Piety to their own, 7 
« cally if theſe be of the Houſhold of Faith, do in Effe. 
1 the Faith, which obliges us to much more Almigi 
ng than that comes to, and which will make us outdo Inf 
fidels, Fews or Gentiles, in Alms-deeds ; Yea, he is wor 
men rheſe Infidels, who neglects this: For, whatevd jp 
Yrinciple they do it from, they take care of their owl 
poòr Parents, and relieve their deſtitute Relations. Thi 
Providing here ſpoke of, cannot be laying up Stocks, or mal 
©Ingrich in this World: For, who i imagines that Childrel And 
or Ne hews are obliged to provide in this Manner for the 

6 idows, and to requite their Parents in this Wajlf 
nd in the fame Senſe wherein it can be ſaid that chef | 
deſolate Widows mult be provided for by their Children i 1 
Nepheus, theſe ſame Children or Nephe vs ought to prof 7 


4 


de for their own Children; as they require their Parent 


Necæſſaries of Life, ſo let them take care of rheir ov 


Children till they be able to Ao for themſelves. Bo 
* Th I ' is all that can be made ofthis Text by Conſequenci| Ik 
concerning Provifion for our Children; for it ſpeaks ng 2 : 
eiretHy on that Subject. And could it be believed that af * 
Man who has Eyes in his Head, would gravely ple 80 
this paſſage in fayour of ſtudying to better our Conditiq ci. 
In this World, and to make rich in it, inſtead of makin, tb 
rich toward. GOD! Yet there are Men in the Cheiſti "> > 
World; who will readily plead this Text for la] ing 4 les | 
Stocks to their Children, and practiſe accordingly wit; 
Freat F vhoſs E Praftice, : at the 95 — — dela 5 u -_z 


v0. 


2. 
* «Ks 
3 


* * 


Ki Tr 


tain Ml "0 
er own 1 p 
e; ay 
0 'requil 9 
rp 5 0 0 * 


hey the Wc 


2 r Parents, and other 


1 73 
i106 

itdo 1 

is wor! 4 
haterd 7 
eir ouf 5 
3. ; 
or ma 
hilar 5 
or thei 
8 wall 
at the 
Idren q . 
to pri 
Parent . 
with ti 
eir o 


Pke Stocks for their Children, as they are able. 


ene 1 5 Pur as the Apoſtle is "ie basel Purſuing eben 
-aks na 
that ai 
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Wh that awful Reſpedt 


'® that i is, 


Vurdenſome to pan; for I ſeek not. yours. bat you s Fox, the, 
laren ought 2 to lay up for the Parents, . BUT T. HE, Bate 
ENTS "FOR THE CHILDREN. 


C Pe, one. would think it is not very fair, 1 ee 
> Scripture, to gppoſe this to whole. Diſcourſes. treating: - 
19 88 ex 0 10 ee mug renden 


ply wil . 
declarſy 
| 4M 


. And egi. it can a be made appear that the be, 


1 0 
in this Text, that bon I 4 ia. 
Se in the ſcandalous Neg] lect of this Picty, toward their . 

eſtitute near Relations; even a3 
hers can ſee nothing in the Goſpel that binders them to 
ike Money as faſt as they can, and then feed their Van. 5 
land Luxury with it, let come of the deſolate Widow, 
d their own Children what will. Yea, we may hear 
ords of Scripture brought for the Pride of Life, and for 
Fonkenneſs and Fornication as well as for Covetouſneſs: _ 
Ind it may be a Queſtion, if it be altogether conliftent, 

due to the Words of GOD, ta 
at Pains to refute theſe profane Turns upon the G 
el: Vet, becauſe ſome ſeriouſly inſiſſ on them, to the Rar. 
ning of themſelves and others in a Thing that tends, ta 
ir Deſtruction, we may take ſome Notice of angther 


ert that's ee ta the n Purpoſe with the foregoing; oy 


2 Cor. xii. 105 Where the Apoſtle favs to the Grinthians, 1 225 
bold the third Time I am ready to come to. you, and I will s 


From this Text it is, 55 ; 
dg d, that the Goſpel lays it on Parents, as their Oury. 15 
at leaſt allows. them, to lay up Treaſures on Earth, s 2 15 
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makes every Thing lawful to us, which it uſes as a Type, 
and from which it takes a Similitude, the Plea from this 
Text, for laying up Treaſures on the Earth wat our. Chil. 
dren, muſt be very weak. 

Ap if it were the Deſi ign of this Text, | to command 
Parents to lay up for the Children, by the ſame Rule, it 
muſt be underſtood to diſcharge the Children to lay up for 
the Parents: But as the Scripture elſewhere requires Parents 
to take care of and bring up their Children, ſo it ſhews 
that Children, when able for it, ought, in Piety and grate - 
ful Requital, to provide for their Parents, as in the Paſſage; 
before conſidered. The Patrons of the Covetouſneſs that's. 
condemn'd in the Goſpel, muſt therefore reconcile this Text 


with the former, which they chiefly inſiſt on, before they 


ean make any Thing out of it for their Purpoſe. 
As it is evident, that Laying up, in this Text, can fi gui 


Ty no other Sort of laying up, but that which the Corinthi- 


ans ſhould have done for Paul, if he had been burden- 
ſome to them, in taking from them as he took from other 


Churches. And what Kind of laying up was that? Were 


the Churches laying | up Treaſures on Earth to make the A- 
poſtles rich in this World? Or, were they not providing 
only for their Neceſſities, as the pooreſt Parents are every 
where doing for their Children, and as all ought to do who 
are in no Capacity to make rich) | 

Ir is no leſs evident, that the Apoſtle, who peaks of 
bimſelf here as a Parent to his Children in the Faith, did 
net walk with his other Children, according to this Rule 
that he here lays down for the Corinthians : For they were 


inferior to other Churches in this, that he took not Relief 


fröm chem as he did from theſe. His Children in Pbihppi, 


pitlcalarly, provided for him, as he will not here allow 


the Corinthians his Children to do, for this Reafon, Becauſe 


the Chitven aug br not16 tay up for the Parent; and yet the 
Phitipptans are 'mor&highly commended for walking con- 


trary to this Corimbian Rule, Phil. iv. ee than ebe 


Corinthians ſeem to be in this Paſſage,” 
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barder 
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in Cn 
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makes 
which 


a e e 
Bur when we. A" how the Apoſtle aflerts :to.this 


fame Church his Right to be maintained by them as well ay 


others; and ſo to live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. gth Chap. and 
when we. obſerve. that this Church took more prelbng to 
raiſe Charity from them, and were not ſo forward in ir as 
other Churches; and when we alſo take Notice, that the 
Apoſtle's Adverſaries eaſily influenced them againſt him, by 
Inſinuations of his being ready to make a Gain of them, 
whereby it appears they had more of an Air of ,Coyetouſ; 
neſs than other Churches, we may.cafily. perceive that, he 
1s here infinuatinga heary Baer des on them, in giving 
the Reaſon wh he will! take nothing from them, in Oppoy 
ſition to his verfaries, who were ready to catch them on 
this Point. In this View of the Caſe, theſe Words, The 
Children ought not to lay up for the Parents, but the Parents for 
the Children, ſcem rather to be the Language of the Apoſtle” 8 


Adverſaries at Crintb, to which the Corinthians gave a rea: 


dy Ear; eſpecially ſecing we find him, in the Context, uſing 
their Words ſo As crafty Politicians about Religion have 
fathered them upon the Apoſtle himſelf, and pleaded them 
as his Words, to countenance them in that which they call 
Holy Guils| Ver. 16. Being crafty, I caught you with & uile. 
Satan, who was making Uſe of the Judaiſing Teachers at 
Corinth, againſt the Apoſtle's Miniſtry, knew well the weak 


Side of theſe Corinthians, ſoothed their Covetouſneſs, * | 


miſrepreſented the Apoſtle as ſeeking to make a Gain o 


them ; and theſe Inſtruments of Saran took Care not to be 


burdenſome to them, while they got their ready Ear to 
their ſaying, with a Reflection on the Apoſtle their Father 
in Cu R185 T, The Children ought not to lay up for the Parents, 


but the Parents for the Children. To vindicate himſelf, and, 


chaſtife them far being ſo eaſily impoſed on by the. 
Soothers of their Covetouſneſs, he tells them he had not 


been, and was reſolved not to be, burdenſome to them, and, 


makes Uſe of one of. the, Sayings. of theſe Teachers to 


which N are n * A it were a Reaſon why he madg . 
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| ences, it will not de eafy to new, that this Lig 
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the Inforfor” to Wher! arches, "I r rating from 
them what was atherwiſe really Bis Due, 
Asp theſe are the Texts of che Now Teftament that are 
ordinarily brought to vindicate that Covetouſneſs which is 
Geſeridectizns condemned by dur LORD in his Sermons 
. rreating expreſly on that — eck. Abit is uſual with ſome 


Men in ſcriptural Controverſies tobetake themſelves to the 


f Nature, when they are Araitned, and then give 


| vie their own Opinions as the Dictates of Nature; ſo ſome 
hay taken Occaſion; from theſe Texts, to ſay, That the 


Light of Nature taught Infidels, and reaches an Parents, 
to make rich in this World to their 'Pbyer, and to lay up 
Stocles for their Children. Whar Bus been before ſaid, 
ſerves to ſhew how little Occaſion they 1 from theſe 
Texts, for ſaying ſo. And if, by Light" of Nature, 
they mean the Diſcovery of GOD that's made to the Minds 
of Men by the Works of Creation, „and the Kuowledge 
of his Law, and his Judgment aal Sit, in their Conſci- 
br, which 

fets' Death, the Wages of Sin, before the Sin ner, and 
fer ves to ll him witk the Fear of that Death, can mani- 


5 feſt to ſinful Mortals, That it is their Duty to ſeek to riſe 


in the Poſſeſſions of this World, and lay up Treaſures 


on the Earth for themſelves and es- Cidre. It will be | 


2 vain Attempt toſcek Countenange teh this Practice, or to 


che Diſpofition of Heart from which it proceeds, . the 


rr * 5 1 as it appears either! In 7 or fallen 
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But then the 
ron ayes that 1 not the og 111 Lare the Mind 


of Man; and under the Power of this Darkneſs, he has 


fund out many Inventions te hide his Shame, and divert the 
jo Fear of Death, and to make bimfelf eaſy without GOD, 
by futfilling the Luſt of the Naab, the Luſt 7 the Eyes, and the 


World 
orld, 
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and therefore 


7 of Life. This Darkneſs that rules this . preſent evil 

World, is, in many Inſtances, put for Light, and paſſes 
for the Light of Nature among Men; and ſo it is in this 
Caſe. But if, by the Light of Nature, be meant what Na- 
ture prompti us. to in common with the Beaſts, as to ſuck- 
Nog, apd herthing:opr Children, defending them, and re- 
lieving their Neceſſities as our oum, till they be able to da 
for themſelves, none will deny it; but Nature itſelf does 
not teach us to.make rich, or, haying Food and Raiment, 


not to be content therewith, without Treaſures laid up for 
Wants that may never happen. And there can be no Am. 
mon to ſerve in a State of mere Nature: It is in well form» 

ed Societies, that Men ariſe peaceably from Cow-berds or 


begging Pedlars, to high Stations of worldly Riches. and 


Tu comparing of them to David, who, under agP 
feſſion of Chriltian Devotion, are, from the meaneſt & 
dition, climbing as faſt as they can to high Stations in the 
World, is an excellent Improvement on theſe Principles, 
whereby the Kings of this Earth are {et on David's Throne, 
and the Nations come in Place of that Nation of which, as 
concerning the Fleſh, Cu RIS T came. But that laying up 
Treaſures on the Earth which is condemned, by our 
LORD, cannot. find Refuge in the Okt Teftament,. or the 
Practice of the Saints there, by any other Kind of Argu- 
ment, but ſuch as will ſupport Lahe y or any other Prac- 
tice whereby the New Teſtament is diſtinguiſhed from the 
Old. And even when worldly Wealth was a Bleſſing, becauſe 
a Promiſe of the Covenant with the fleſhly Seed of which 
Cu Riser was to ſpring, and a Type of the true Riches, 
it will be hard to find any Saint then, on whom GOD, be- 
ſtowed largely of thefe typical Riches, on whom, he did not 
alſo beſtow Largeneſs of Heart anſwerable to their Wealth; 

| 8 are delighted with the Inereaſe 
of their Gain, and grudge any Alms they are obliged to 
beſtow, ſo as to giye in the moſt ſparing Manner they can, 
and far below their Power, and yet would glory in what they 
„ 1 | Sive, 
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LE 
give, and delt re to be eſteemed and called liberal; theſe, at 
leaſt, cannot claim Likeneſs to anySaint of the 0¹⁴ eftament ; 
nor would they have been eaſy under the Commandments of 
Aſes, or what was enjoined by Nebemiab, Chap. 5th, with 
reſpect to the Poor. But the Grace of the Ge 
true Chriſtians liberal to their Power, and willing beyond 
their Power. And what Sort of Chriſtians muſt they be, 
who would fain betake themſelves to the Oli Teſtament for 
Shelter from the Influence of Cu RIS T's Example, and the 
Example of his true Followers, as ſet before us, 2 Cor. viil. 


I, 2,3,9.? We do you to wit of the Grace of GOD beſtowed on 


the Churches of Macedonia, how that, in a great Trial of Af- 


Fiftion, the Abundance of their Joy, and their deep Poverty a- 


bounded unto the Riches of their Liberality; for, to their Power, I 


bear Record, yea, and beyond their Power, they avere willing of 
For ye know the Grace of our Lord FESUS 


ves. 
CHRIST, that tho be was rich, yet for your Sakes be became poor, 


Phat ye thro his Poverty might be rich. But we cannot wonder 


at their hiding themſelves from the Light and Evidence of 
theſe Examples under the Shade of the Old Jeſtament, who 


fly from the Goſpel of the Kingdom that's not of this 


World, to the Old Teſtament, to ſeek a Foundation there 
for that worldly State of the Church by which they have 
their Wealth and Power. The Old Teflamtnt is glorious 
in its Subſerviency to Cu RIS T the Mediator of the new Cove- 
want, the Surety of the better Teftament, and King of the 
Kin gdm of Heaven. But to ſet it thus in Oppoſition to him, 
is to follow the Example of the Jews pleading Moſes againſt 
bim, as exactly as Men can follow it under the Chriſtian 
Name, and | is, in Effet, to o deny that Chriſt is come in the 
Ng. 

Jzsvs, the SON OP GOD, lived in this World i in that 
Situation from which Chriſtians now fly as they ſhould do 


from Hell; and in the Days of his Miniſtry, when he was 


obliged to others, under the Direction of his Father's Pro- 
vidence, for his neceſſary Food and Raiment, and for the 
Support of his Twelve, even then his little Bag lay open 
1 When to 


* 
wt WO, 


oſpel makes 


any would not vort, neither ſhould he eat. 


(> [De 8 41 1 


to che Poor, Fobm xii. 5, 6. and xiii 29. But great Pretenders _ 


to Chriſtianity now, whom we muſt, it ſeems, believe to be 
filled with the Spirit of Cn RIS T, or provoke the Chriſti- 
an Mob, have a Spirit much fitter for the State of a weal- 
thy and powerful Old Teftament Saint, and much better ſuit- 
ed to the acquiring of the Inheritance of the Old 7 eftament, 
than to the rich Liberality of Jzsvs in his Poverty and 
Affliction. Shall we acknowledge that ſuch Men are Jed 
by the Spirit of Cu x1sT ? GOD. forbid. | 8 
Tux Goſpel Doctrine of Alms againſt Coretouſneſi, i in 
laying up Treaſures on the Earth, cannot tend to ſlacken 
that Diligence in our lawfu: Employments which the Go- 
ſpel enjoins for this End, That we may have to give or di- 


| firibute to the Needy, Eb. iv. 28. As xx. 34, 33. They 


Who are capable to work with their Hands, and can have 
Work, are commanded to keep at their Work, as they 
would keep Honeſty, and not caſt themſelves on the Chart 
ty of any, as if they lacked, or were needy, 1 Tbeſſ. iv, 17, 
12. for indeed the Apoſtle declares, That ſuch Perſons, ne- 
gle&ing their Buſineſs, - let the Pretence be what it will, 


are no fit Objects for the Alms of the Goſpel, 2 Tbeſſ. iii. 


12,—5.. There he ſays, This we commanded hon, ir hat if 
And he appoints 
this as a Cure for idle Profeſſors, Buſie- bodies, that when 
they get no Entertainment but Admonitions, they may 
be obliged, with Duictneſs, to work and eat their own 
Bread, and ſo be preſerved from being caſt out of the 
Brotherhood. . Yet, when he thus declares them to be no | 
proper Objects of Alms, leſt the evil Eye ſhould catch any 

Occaſion from hence, to look too narrowly about the 
Needy, and ſtop the Current of the Goſpel Liberality (for 
the evil Eye can ſcarce ſee a needy Perſon, a fit Object) he 
ſays, But ye, Brethren, be not weary in II ell ding. 

Bo r we may daily ſee Diligence in the hardeſt Labour, 
among the working Poor, no Way connected with any | 
Hope or Deſign of mending their Condition in the World, 
or ne up Treaſures on — Neceſlity indeed _ 

ut 


2 * 


414 o 
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, 


4 
1 


42 a 
dies che preſent Nelli of Food and Cloathing, which 
comes as hard and courſe as their Work. And theſe are 
the moſt fubftantial and uſcfu] Part of Society. The King 
170 ſerved by "the Held. Their Labour, and the Sweat of 
their Ros,” is 'turn'd. to the Eaſe and Pleaſure of o- 


chers. And when a Time of Scarcity and Dearth 
comes, ſo that they cannot live by their Work, they who 
ate full and eafy thro* their Toil, ought, in all Reaſon, 
to relieye them, and inſtead of minding the Increaſe of their 
Riches, or even preſeryin them i in fach a Time, ſhould di- 
miniſh their Stocks to 925 them, and ſo bear Burden with 
them, and take Share in the Calamity, or elſe not pretend 
0 + cores let be Chriſtianity. 


N 


as the contented Poor, who are ſpurred. on to what they 
do by the Deſite of mendin g their Condition and laying 


up Treaſures on the Term : and the very nd of their 
Work is the Poſſeſſion of Abundance, to give them Eaſe 
om Labour and Toil. Theſe declare themſelyes, no 
opbr, to be acting ver chriſtianly i in their Diligence, 
When they have che onfidence to propoſe this as an Ob- 


* ion . the Goſpel Doctrine of Almigiving, That it 


eng s to flacken the Diligence in our Employments that's 


| re ren in the Goſ el. But this is the Senſe of their Ob- 


j<Rion, cc It we are not to raiſe ourſelyes, and become rich- 
li er in the World, by our Labour, but give thar in Alm 
1 whereby we might riſe to more Eaſe, then we tall 
of „ Herten our Diligence, and be at leſs Pains in aur 

loyments.” This is not an uncharitable Conſiruction 45 
bf Objectiop, and yet ſuch Men would haye us look on 
their Induſtry as a Chriſtian virtue. 8 

MAN "Things may be ſaid in diſputing for A Thing we 
are inclin'd to: Suppoſitions may be made, Inferences 
Arawn, and Objections Rarted without End, which yet will 
nor ſtand againſt che Scriprure in our own Conſciepecs; ma- 
ny ee retences may be found out to cover a Frame 


and Difpoſition of our Hearts, whereof we would be a- 


ſham d, 


Ax p we may ſee others that work not ſo hard, perhaps, 


ham d, if it were fairy x ch ; and provillngCuſtom 
and common Practice, eſpecialſy among. chem that are e-. 
fteem'd in the World for Godlineſs and Honeſty, is a great 
Bulwark of Satan, and a firong Defence to many ,apainſt 
the Goſpel of C MIS T. But as we muſt all be made my- 
nifcſt betore fi- Judgment Seat, and every one of us muſt 
give an Account of himſelf, ta him Who will judge us, hy 
his Words in the Seriprures, which we have read or heard, 
and as to which we cannbt pretend W whaßevor 
our Teachers have, or have no told us; let us for once fa- 
ly examine this Affair of making rich in this. World, an 
ſecur ing our Riches the beſt Way we can on the Earth; in 
I Oppaſition to che Almſgiving that has been deſcrib d 2 Jet 
„ usstry it by the Scriptüres Before our on Conſciencks, as 
Yin the Sight of GOD and examine the Frame and Diſpa- 
8 ſitiot of 2 from which i it proceedsi;). and. let us ſee if 
ir ve can eaſily ſatisty ourſelves as to few Que S 
ſe 1 ... A, L. If ir be conſiſtent with that earneſt Deſire of be- 5 
2 ing wade conformable. to.Cn'zis T's Death, that we may 4 
„ | attain Conformity. tg him in his Reſurrection, which ought 
d- | robeim every, true Chriſtian, Phil. iii. 10, 11, 15. 
it 2. I it can be fairly. reconcil'd with that Mortificatiqn tog 
8 this World, ſo much preſſed in the Goſpel; as; Col. iii. 1 
be . and wich the Renunciation- of the World that 
£7 we -nipke. 1 in Baptiſm, 2 4 
1 3: Ix it can ſtand with the Contentment i in every Eflate, 
that Jxsvs CuxasT teaches his Diſciples, Phil. iv. 11. 
n- and that's expreſly oppos d to Covetouſneſs, or the Love of 
of Money, and Deſire to be rich. 1 Tim. vi. 5, 10. 
In Heb. xii. 5, 6. 
| 4. Is it can be without 2 Tiga f that great Error, 1 
2 That a Mams Life confiftyinche Ab andance of the Things 1 
© F| which he poſſeſſeth, aud of this. That we can ſerve GOD "Ml 
ul and Mammon; and if it can conſiſt with ſceking firſt the 
“Kingdom of 'GOD, and laying hold on eternal Life, hid 
15 with Cy RIS r. in GOD, to anal when he appears. 
a- 
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Is 


hes bh 151 FRET a Mind-duly exercis'd with the 
"Thoughts of Beath and eternal Judgment. Tanken, 
this Night thy Soul ſhall be requir d of che. wa 
6. Is Almſgiving, in this Caſe, can be an Wen of 1 
"Jz$svs Cn RIS r and his Grace, or, if it require any more . 
elf. denal than the Phariſees Ams: Who derided our 558 
HORS s Doctrine concerning Alm. | 
7 Tp it can prevail where that Truſt in the living GOD | 
prevails, that's required in Almſgiving, and if it ean be 
vindicated from the Truſting in uncertain n chars 26.4 
poſed to good Works and Alms-deeds..' 4903 . F 25 
However we may fatisfy ourſelves as to theſe, and! hat- 2 00 
ever be the Rule of our Religion, yet our Religion muſt be 1 8 
tryed at laſt by this Scrĩpture Definition of Religion, Pure 7 
Religion and undefil'd, before GOD and the Father, is this, Tooifit 3 
bt Fatherleſs and Widows in their' Afflifion, to keep bimſelf un 
from the World; even from all that is in the World,-the . 
Luft of the Fleſb, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life. „ 
And all Attempts to reform Religion will be to no Purpoſe; - -. 
+ All Endeavours to purify the outer Court of the Lo xps In: 
Houſe, that has been troden under Foot of the Nations, 1 
Will be in vain; if this Religion do not take Place as before | ! + 
_ «the: Man of Sin was revealed: And till this appear, pure | 
Religion cannot be ſeen. How comes it then, that while 
there s ſo great Noiſe made in the World with Zeal for the 
_— of W we Arne fo _ of this Reno! ! 
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| Some 6 083 ECTIONS 


„moved by a Friend, ag ainſt 
Jt * the PLEA for Pare aud 
he * Vodefild RELIGION, 5 


| *. a LETTER to that FRIEN 
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 CCORDING « to > Promiſe, I here f. ſend you 
my Thoughts on your Objections againſt my 
1 for Pure and Undefil'd Religion. 1 


J 


L Obj. 1ſt, You cannot ſee it more unlawfiil | 

* 2 (i We keep ſtrictly by the Letter of the G- 

Hel). to increaſe our worldy Subſtance, or to lay up any Part 

of our Profits, gain'd by lawful Induſtry, for old Age, * Sick- 

bed,. Famine, or for Wife and Children, or any ſuch Things 

. | as theſe, than it is to lay up for To-morrow, or for a Week, 
x a; Month to come, 


. Anſav. As to the Letter of the Goſpel, If you mean by it the 
N Words wherein GOD has been pleaſed to expreſs his Mind to 


us, 


oy 


ws, which are written T us in ache . Ne and are to 
be underſtood by us as they fland in x" 
then you may obſerve how this Letter of the — is made 
of none Effect by the omas Chych, to eſtabliſh their Tra- 
dition and infallible Interpretation, and how it is oppoſed by 
the 


| 22 to ſet up their Spirit Light.gvithin, and, like- the U. 

| y the modern 1 to ſh che f e Thing their I Londemr 
1 7 Nature, which . would Tay * K at's intended 4 Ma 
\ in the Goſpel, let the Letter ſay what it will: And this is pee Day 


\  Gbriftianity as old as the Creation. In Oppoſi tion to theſe, and I Nen and 


all 5 pl do not take the Scri s itz own Interpreter, I en 
Aer ho it ad he only . Rule and 1848000 


| hritiaetey, e Pee 2! 
iP gn —_ = the 3 the — if we * 
Bt: te! 


by! be. 


„ ae E Sas. . mes | . 5 
=} is called the Spirit , in Di the Lau Moſes, . 0 
= which is Gel the Leth; ; eb at 1 and || ſhould b 
=] _. the Spirit of the Goſpel is not a ſcriptural FE tion. Or, if J in Caſe « 
| you will inſiſt for it, I think I do well to bold wa the Lerrer, not cond 
j | till I get another Revelarton to open Mad Letter, and chat 'a- condemr 
gain behov'd to have another Revelation to lay it open, and kon you 
| | ſo on endleſly; for till the Diſtinction betwixt the Letter and parted ar 
1 the Spirit, or Meaning, might take Place. But, as the Apoſtles 970 0 
4 | have uſed great Openneſs of Speech, nt aFMoſes,- wick bur a loft 
Vail-over his Face, and I am forbid to look r another Re- allows a 


= „ — — — 
* 


* 


levation, I'm line” to keep firictly riptlitt as its e's C 

own Interpreter, and by the Words af tl = GhbR, às the Tho pro 

reſt to expreſs the Mind of 60 & me? ; For if, the prof t, n 

| 12 of the Goſpel, you mean nothing elſe bi > ing upon 
1 and Sounds of Words; and conſſder chem not as ſery1 allow'd; 
# to cptvey' any Meaning: to our Minds, cher tlie Tether,, in © | ry Profit 
| Caſe, cannot make any Thing lawful or unlavyfül. . ny Year: 

1 Ns W, 35 tb what you ſay of Hying up for To⸗mtbrr bw, or to have; 


for à Week, ora Month to come; perhaps 1 do not underftal COD, 3 
it; but. it ſeems you mean, chat, on Food 32 for himſ 
: ei Oka. | —_— TOTES HF E 5700 | 
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"tal y ſerve for a a LA Uſe ** Day, OE or Mou, 


or may be ufed for that Time by pau in caſe of his Dear, 
5 5 5 by the ame with. lncregling « our worldly Subſtance, qr 
15 + any Part of oer Profits for old Age, Sick- bed, S. 
er we ate p e with Gy FER ok and 18.5 


vs the e N 


0 


next L. Day, ech or 12 5 1 is 40 . ccoming p orer; 
YEA, an and it is 1 0% doge by "Thqulinds that h ave no Hope of 


great: 2mpliment 1 ro che Letter of the Goſpel, to pes yt 


it makes this the ſame Caſe, and puts it to the ſame Account, 
with the Caſe of a Man who not only lives by his In- 
duf ry» bur, oy er and above that, i is, every Year, Month, Week, 
or Ba a), if you pleaſe, layipg up ſome Part of that wherein 
his Profit exceeds his Living, for many Years, in caſe ho 
ſhould become uſeleſs by Age, or r for his Widow and Chilgreg, 

in Caſe of bi; dying ſponer. The Letter of the Goſpel can- 
not condemn the fi Cafe, unlg 6 you would Pals thar it 
condemns the Loxv himſelf, which i is impoſſible: For Irec- 


— you ill not deny, chat his Raiment, which the Sglgiers 


rted among them, and his Coat, for which they caſt Lots, 
mink 0 ſexve for next Day, Week, or Month. And the —— | 
8 ( bas o cannor be ald to make that unla y ful, which it 
«$a and ſuppoſes to be lawful: In the xiith Chapter of 
e's Goſpel, it 17 fans the Induſtry of the Huybapdmap 
N 


Who xhp Provide Seed tor his Ground, that returns to him with 
Profic, not ti Lafter ſome Months, and when it comes, his Liv- 


ing upon it (which J need not deſcribe to you) is ſuppos'd and 
allow'd ; But, over and above all this, he has an extraordina- 


ry Profit in a Year of great Plenty, which may ſerve for ma- 


ny Years to come. The Letter o the Soſpel ſays, he ought 
to have given this in Alms, and fo made rich with it toward 
GOD, and condemns him; for laying it up, or treaſuripg it ug 
for himſelf on the Earth. And this may ſerve to ſhew, That 
i MA, appear, from the ned of the Goſpel, to be go 72 | 


48 

ot for 2 Macken” to referye: his Seed to be caſt i into 

Ground in its Seaſon, and to have his Liviag off bis Crop 
till the next come in, as it is For him to treaſure of i it up" to 
himſelf; for Years to come“. The ſame Thing g may he. faid a8 
to any other lawful Employment, Te cannot 8 from the 
Letter of the Goſpel, That it is no more unlawful for'one to 
make rich by his Employment, than it is for him to have the 


_ neceſſary Materials for labouring in it, or to live by it as it 


caſts up his Living to him. And fo likewiſe, as to a Man who 


lives on the yearly Rent of his Eſtate, it would be a very bad 


Inference to ſay, That, becauſe i it is unlawful for him to add to 
his Eſtate, by creaſuriog up any Part of that which is. over 


his Living, therefore it muſt be unlawful for him to live by 


his Rent, as ir caſts up to him yearly. And if we apply it to 


Widow and Orphans, and old infirm Perſons, to the Naked 


and the Hungry, whom we are bound to cloath and to feed, 


we will be ftrair'ned to find any Rule in the Goſpel, obliging 


us to make them rich with our Alms, or allowitg them 


to make rich upon Alms; nor ſhall we find any Rule in 


che Goſpel, to hinder us from giving the Naked Raiment that 
may ſerve them for next Day, Weel or Month, or tliem from 

king | it; or to hinder us from giving the Hungry Food that 
may ſerve them for n next Day, Week or Monch, or them from 
recelving _— 

5j. 2. You cannot underſtand how I ſhould fay, That 
if a Perſon. ſhould thus lay up any Part of his Viokis ſo 


- & 


gain d (altho at the ſame Time in the Practice alſo. of giv⸗ 
ing a Part to the Poor) the ſame is his Treaſure and Idol, Sc. 


And how os at the ny Tine, I ſhould arent a Per- 


* If it is only Mes his Hows and Affection upon LU 
Thing in itſelf lawfully done, that's condemn'd ; then it is 
true . ſame Cenſure might as well have been paſſed upon 
his reſerving his Seed, and providing his Living.o out of that 
Year' s Crop, till the next came in, as upon his aying up of 
it for Years to come. Bur the LORD cenſures this Prac- 


tice of laying up for himſelf, as proceeding from, and ma- 


nifeſting that covetous Set of Heart which is no where faid 
to be ſo diſcovered in the other. | 
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fm way. catala Wife id Chi * Houſes and Lands; E 


and none of theſe his Idol. You do not well underſtand how the 
ene can be an Idol, and nor the other. alſo... You cannot make 
the Difference berwixe a Perſon's acquiring, by bis lawful In- 
duſtry,” an Idol, as I would make it, and another Perſon's 
* an 140. handed down to Bier by his Fore-farhers. . 

You ſeem to lay much Streſs, both here and i in what 
ou 785 afterward, on the Word Lolatty; which, if we take in 
ts largeſt Senſe, is to be found in every Sin, and particular- 
ty in il the Ways whereit Men love this preſent evil World, 
as ir is ſet in Oppoſition to G0 D in the New Teſtament, 
telling us, that whoſoever will be à Friend of it is the Ene · 
my of GOD; and eſpecially Covetouſheſs is expreſly called E 
dolatry. It this be the ſame that's forbid in the renth Com- 
mand,” it muſt Aiffer borb from the Idolatry that's expreſly 


forbid in the firſt Command, and from that forbid expreſly 


in the Second, by which the * of Lira ww Caves 
nant with GOD. Js 

- Is we take Idolatry in the largeſt Senſe herein Rands 
in the New Teftament, then a Perſon may make an Idol of 


any Thing, beſide GQD himſelf, that he has, or is ſeeking 


after, by ſetting his Heart upon it, as it ought. only to 


be ſet on GOD and eternal Life: Yea, a Man may make 


an Idol of his Wife, and of his Children (whom the Goſpel 
commands him to love) by loving them beyond the 3 | 


of GOD's Law, or with that Love that's due to GOD alone: 


Bur a Man's retaining his Wife (except in the Caſe wherein he 
mult either give up, with GoD or ber) can never be made a 
Proof of his making! her his Idol; at leaſt, it cannot be a Proof 
of it by the Goſpel, which forbids him to put her away, or to 
leave ' fg And the Caſe may happen, wherein our retaining 
20 Parr of our Poſſeſſions, will prove that what we poſſeſs 
is our Idol. Thus the young Man's Poſſeſſions were his Idol, 
when he would not part with them all, at C R185 T's Call, 
for eternal Life: And yet, before the Matter was put to 
that Trial, ſuch was his Concern about eternal Life, 
that I dare by, he would fink, his Hearr ry dit toall 
the 


4 


* 
: » * * 


bi 


the World: 80 ready are we to eceive durſelves abut 
the Diſpoſition of our Hearts, and our Willingneſs to Good, 
before it come to the Trial! The Caſe of Auanias and 
Saphira furniſhes us with another Inſtance, that ſerves to 
ſhew the Caſe, may happen wherein our retaining any Part 
of our Poſſeſſions will prove the Part retain d to be our I- 
dol. But the Scripture no where makes the retaining of a- 
ny Part of what we poſleſs, in every Caſe, to be a Proof of 
Idolatry, or that our Hearts are where what we have is. 
Even the Communion of Goods, as it is call'd, which was 
peculiar to the Church in Feruſalem, was not ſo enjoin'd 
there, but that they might lawfully forbear to. ſell their 
Lands, or have the Money of them, when ſold, as their 
own. I hiles it remained, ſaid Peter to Auanlas, was it not thine 
own? And afier it was. ſold, cas it not in thine own' Toer? 
.. AND now, if the Scripture make laying up, or treaſur- 
ing to ourſelves Treaſures on the Earth, a Proof of our 
Hearts being there, this muſt make a very wide Difference 


betwixt retaining any Part of what we poſſeſs, and our 


Jaying up more, or adding by « our "ny to our earthly 
nn. 

Tus Idolatry (as you notice 1 told you before) lies in 
the Diſpoſition of the Perſon's Heart who lays up, which is, 
his Inelination to be rich, in Oppoſition to Contentment 
in his preſent Condition, and in Oppoſition to Truſt i in the 
living GOD, and his Love ef Money, which is the true 
Spring of that Induſtry that tends to layiug up Treaſures 
on the Earth, in Diſtinction from the lawful Induſtry or 
Diligence in our Employments, that tends to no more but 
our daily Bread, and to give to him that needeth, as being 
content with the preſent Food and Raiment. Therefore, che 
Treaſure, or that which is laid up, can be an Idol, in that 
Way, only to him who is treaſuring i it, or laying it up by 
his Induſtry : And when he i is tarn'd from that Diſpoſiti- 
on, and repents, aud ſo lays up no more, bur being content 
with what he poſſeſſes, gives that in Alms which he might 
now lay up on the Earth, and ſo treaſures to himſelf Trea- 
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'. ares in Heaven; he is then no more an Idolater in that 
Way, 4. e. ir no more appears that his Heart is on the 
hooks, by his treaſuring to himſelf Treaſures there. This 
may be eaſily. underſtood by a parallel Inſtance. The Scrip- 
tire forbids a Man to touch a Woman, but his own Wife. 
If a Man keep not himſelf within this Limit, he is ſo far 
an Idolater, a Lover of that fleſhly Pleaſure more than 


GOD, and fo far an Enemy to GOD, as he is not ſubject to 


his Law in that Matter. But if he repent of Fornications, 
und cleave to one Woman as his Wife, with whom perhaps 
he had alſo committed Fornication before, he is now no 
more an Idolater in the Way of Fornication: And yet, 
in the Way that's in-irſelb lawful, he may be more devoted 


to his Wife than to GOD, and ſo be an Idolater fill; but 
no Man can prove him ro be an Idolater by his keeping ro 


his own Wife, and not touching another. Vea, one who 
turns from rreafuring to himſelf Treaſures on the Earth, 
unto Almſgiving, and not only gives that in Alms' which 
be might lay up on the Earth, but alſo Part of his Living, 
and yet further, all that he hath, may, after all, be an I- 
-dolater in giving Alms, as acting in it from a Principle of 
Pride and Self. merit, and not from Charity; ſo that the 
Grace of GOD might ſhew itſelf in ſaving him from his 
own Righteouſneſs and Pride, and in making him truly 
charitable, but I cannot prove him to be an Idolater by 
his abounding in Alms. So that the Queſtion {till recurs, 
Has the Scripture declared, that our'Hearr will be on the 
Earth, in Oppoſition to Heaven, if we be treaſuring ro our- 
ſelves Treaſures on the Earth? Or has ir declared, that 
treaſuring to ourſelves Treaſures on Earth is the Service of 
Mammon, as treaſuring to ourſelves Treaſures i in Heaven ts 
4p Service of GOD? | 
As to your Compariſon and W concerning > thein 
in whom the Grace of GOD ſhines moſt; it is beſt for us 
not to truſt too much to the Senſe we may ſometimes have 
of our own Willingneſs, as an Evidence of the Grace of 
ao, while that — is not put to the Proof, and 


While 
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„bits e Derds and eres thiumanic 0 
it. The Grace of GOD ſhinesin-turning:Men every ohc 


from that Luſt to which he is moſt devoted, tu ſerve the div- 
-ing GOD, eſpecially in Oppoſition to that. And the Scrip- 
ture is the only Rule by which we: ought ta meaſure the 
Appearande of GQD!s Grace. As to Cd vetoufneſe amd Al miſ- 
giving; Zacheus hid been moſt devoted td Riches, and we 
ee how the Grace of GOD ſninꝰd in him. The Lo AS in- 
ſtitutes a:Compariſon betwixt the Widow's Mite, and what 


the Rich gave of their Abundance, and gives the Preſe- 


rence to the Mitèe. And if he makes ſo little of the Aims 
that Men give of their Abundance, what then will he make 
of the Alms of theſe who, over and above their Abundaner, 
are alſo laying up and making themſelves more aboundant 


in Riches? The Apoſtle declares how. much; the Grace of 
800 ſhined in the Chuches of MHaredbnia, and ſhews how 


much GOD would be glorified by that Imitation of them, 
and of the Loo RD Jz=svs, to which heexhorts'the — 
ani, and calls it GOD's unſpeakable Gift. The Grace that's 
beſtow'd, on us Sinners, ſhined originally in him who knew 
no Sin, in that, while he was himſelf miniſter'd unto, he 
gave to the Poor, from the little Bag that ſerv'd for his 
daily Living, Jobn Xi. ds and that vun Wanne _ 
att h. xvii. 27. 2 40 
Obj. 3d. You fog «; If * hs an A gente Con- 
ce nection betwixt a Perſon's ſo increaſing bis Subſlance In 
« this World and Idolatry, then I cabnot ſes how Belie. 
e vers under the Law can be freed from having been Tdo- 
40 laters, jecing many of them were in this Practice of lay- 
ing up or increaſing their Subſtance, Idolatry being lain 


ly farbid under the Law as well as under the Goſpel.“ 


Anſto. Hr RIH I think you are doubhling on the Word J. 
dolatry (as I hinted beſore) and not conſidering the great 
Diſterence betwixt the O%⁴ Teſt. tent and tlie uin this, 
as ih ſevtral lber! Thing. %% 

Polygamy and Divorer, except in enje of Pornicatien}4 1s 
declar'd by car L o RD, in the New ne, to be con- 

trary 


ama the phenſlre'Ligracion of Mairiage}/hew' he 
diſcharges it; and yet Renne in "Fri, a rand. . 


+4 


gave them a Preeept about Divorce. 


Ane were bommanded to defend the Kinziton vf | 
80D by Arms; and curs' d if _—— did not arm againſt 

hs Enemies of the LORD, and come dut to Aght, where 
the helped them tb byercome aud kill them; A by Faith 


ſome of the Old Fepament Saints ſubdued Kingdoms, 


_ ewax'd valiant in Figfit, aud 'rutt's to F ily ht the Armies 


of the Aliens. But I-reckon you WII not! rom this infer, 


that this Defence of the Kingdom of GOD i is now law ful 


Ander the'New Teſtam'nt, or confiftegt”y ith "the Nature of 
055 8. Kotten 8 10 "ich our Lo: wp 's dying Te- 
Vimyony, and, the following 6: of Mis ang Er che Faith 
and Patience of the Saints. 

125 called for Fire from Heaven ho » detioy Nei fines 
ah d. Was countenanced highiy in 'the. A 1. Baer his Calb; 


Hur you. fee wWbat the L. D Gays. 5 his, Mic rler who 


hey. propoſe. an Imitation him i in thar. DIM 

Bart Vers under the Law were circumeiſed, and _ 
ciſed their Children in Faith, and in "Obedience to the 
Command that had che Threatoing of cutting off annex'd to 
it; ye the New Teſftarer ent teſtifies, that. if we 1 circhmciſe j 
Erler ſhall profit us not bing; Which 15 as firong as any 
Thing that bas been Rid: about making r rich i in this World : 
Ad x ou would not. ' infer from this, that Canter profited 
the Bp Teſt ament Saints nothing. Hi 


1 1427 were in Bondage under the Flemen ts of the World, 


ag! obſerved Days and Months, and Times and Years, yea, 


and obſerved them in Faith, and in Obedience to GOD"; 


Commands, and ſo likewiſe hey ſerv'd the Tabernacle; bur 


if we ſhould follow them in that, the Apoſile ſays to vs, 
Fm Afraid of you, left I have be ſtoeb d on Joie Labour in vain; 
and, We babe an Altar whereof they Dave 110 Right to eat <vHich 
Serve the Tabernacle. 


In GOD's earthly Kingdom, there was Occaſi on 2. theſe 


| whom he made wiſe for managing the Affairs of that King- 


dom, (as Solomon) to glory in their Wiſt tom; ar! for their 


met: c 


1 


the LORD. And this Knowledge of the Mercy, 
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es of. Valour to EF the Strength: he gave 
them for their worldly Warfare, and for thoſe who enjoys 


his Promiſe of Wealth (as Solomon did in the higheſt De gree) 


— 
* 


to glory in their Riches; but now all Occaſion for this is 
remov'd with the ſetting aſide: of that worldly Kingdom, 


according to the Prophecy of ꝓeremiab. Let. . the Wiſe 
glory in his Wiſdom, neither let the might in bis 

Might; let not the rich Man glory in his Ric es; ** let him that 
glorietbh, glory in this, That be underſftandeth and kmeeth me, 


that I the LORD, qubich 2 75 Loving-kindneſs, Fudgment 


and Righteouſneſs in the Earth: For in 15 1 delight, ſaith the 


and Righteouſneſs that GOD DIY in the Death and 


Reſurrection of Cn Kis r, ſhews itſelf in doing juſtly, and lov- 
ing Mercy, (or pure and undefil d Religion) and wal ing 
humbly with our GOD. 5 
No doubt, they who did not make Uſe of the promiſe 
Wealth, as a Type of the true Riches of the heavenly In- 
keritarice, were Idolaters in the large New Teftarrent Sen 


of Idolatry ; but when carthly Wealth is no more a "Type 


of the heavenly, nor promiſed in the New. Covenant under 


which we are, and which, on the contrary, connects Confor- 
mity ro CunasrT, in his Humiliation and Self-denial in this 
Life, with Conformity to him in his Glory in the Life to 
come; in this Caſe, to be affected toward Riches, as the old 
Teſtament Saints were, is the ſame as to be affected like them 
toward the worldly Sanctuary, the Sacrifices, and the worldly 
Kingdom. It would not have been eaſy to perſwade a Saint 
of the Old Tefament, that it was right for him to ſell his 
Part in the promiſed Land, or to take joyfully the ſpoiling 


of his Goods there, by the Enemies of the Lord; and yet 


you ſee, to the N what Effect the pour ing out of the 
New Teſtament Spirit had upon the firſt Fecuiſß Converts, 
putting the greateſt Difference betwixt them and the Un- 
bclievers, who, in their Zeal for the Old Covenant, and Love 


af Wealth, were the moſt bitter Enemies to Cn RIS, as their 


Poſterity are to this Day, though without the Temple and 
the Land of Cannan, yet having the old Deſire after Riches, 
l 


ing in t 
Chriſti: 


anity a 


the ble 
and De 


that G. 
Antich 
Ix t 
28 a gr 
a Caul 


viſible 


from 
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1 35 
nd proſpering in the purſuit of chem, under the Curſe of 
GO adage 
5j. Ach. Avari, you Gy © Whar is become cf all cheſs 
« ſince Cnz1sr came in the Fleſh, and that ſome of them 
« were, and others of them yet are, in their own Eyes, and 
te in che Judgment of Charity of others, look d on as Dif- 
2 ciples of Cunisr; and yet ſome of them were, and o- 
<« thers of them yet are in this Practice? Sure, conform to 
ce this Doctrine, theſe of them that are dead have died in a 
« fad Deluſion, as thoſe of them are in that are till. alive; 
te and, in Place of being Diſciples of Cazrsr, or Chriſtians, 
« nothing but Idolaters. | : 
Anſ. Tux Diſciples of Cuxnsr, whoſe practice is recorded 0 
for our Imitation in the New Teſtament, the only Rule by which | 
we are to judge of Cux1sT's Diſciples, do not come into 
this Reckoning ; not one of them gol be found to have been 
in this Practice. The Myſtery of Iniquity was indeed work- 
ing in their Time: And there were ſome going under the 
Chriſtian Name, even Teachers, ſtudying to reconcile Chriſti- 
anity and Judaiſin, and minding earthly Things, oppoſing 
the bleſſed Purpoſe of Comformiry to CurrsT's Humiliation 
and Death, in Cu RIsT's true Diſciples; and ſome ſuppoſed 
that Gain was Godlineſs; but ſuch were the Fore-runners of 
Antichriſt, who denys that I xsvs CuxTõr7r is come in the Fleſh, 
In the third Century, I find Cyprian complaining of this 
as a great Fault among the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and 
a Cauſe of GOD's Wrath and Diſpleaſure againſt them, Thar 


* x — 
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| they evere ſtudying to augment their Patrimony. 9 
Artes chis, when the Man of Sin was fully ain 5 
S the -utward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity could not be meaſured [ 4 
f by the Rule of GOD's Word, and the Woman was hid from | LY 
; the Face of the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, where ſhe was 1 
4 nouriſhed (as Elijah) for a Time, Times and an Half: | iY 
1 And, during that "Time of Confuſion and Diſorder in the þ 2 
1 viſible Profeſhon of Chriſtianity, it would be hard to reaſon 1 
d from the Practice of any Profeſſor of it, in order to ſhew * of 


the Lawfulneſs of any * that the Letter of the Goſpel 
A makes uglawful, 
| | Ia r 1 


_ only Rule of Godlineſs mak 


T 


K N 
39 Fx x, even in dhe 15th, Century, I fl | 
Bobemia declaring their Offence againſt the Waldenſe fax 
this Practice, and condemning ;thew, by the 6th Charter 
of Mattbeer,” far laying up to ; art Treaſures en Ihe 
Earth ſor 2 Time of Perſecution. Phe Haldinſes ars fill 
looked on as Diſciples ef CRI T; but the Practice of 
the reputed Godly can never make that lawful which the 
es untaufal, Ae mo ef 
were really what they are reputed - 

801 it is not every one who, ſrbirown Eyes, arid ia the 
charitable Judgment of others, is looked on as 4 Diſciple 
7 RIST, that can | be called a Diſciple according to the 


3 Teftarent: And 1 mult obſerve, that you ſtem to for- 
get 112 the LORD ſaid of the moſt highly eſteemed for 


odlineſt in bis Day, on Occaſio on of their ridicaling his 
Doctrine concerning Alms, and the Impoffibility of ſer- 
ving GOD and Mammon He ſaid unto them, ' Te are they 
eukich juſtify yourſelves before "Mep, but GOD knoweth your 
Bearts ; for that eubich 5s bighly efteemed amongſt Men is Abomi- 


nation in the, Sight of C GOD. And, at the ſame Time, I think 


| may warn you to beware of that Evil thay. the Apatile 
points aut to. Chriſtians, 2 Cer. x 1:2 
Br your Argument, from the Practice of ſowe reputed 


| Diſciples of Cnzisz, 1 might; undertake to prove that 


there is no Idolatry in the Worſhip of the Church of Rome, 
and that the Worſbippers in that Church are not 1dalaters ; : 


and yet you will not deny, that the Worſhip of that Church 


is idolatrous in the ſtricteſt Senſe ; for I can tell you, with 
as great Confidence as you can ſay that CH NIS T's People 


have made rich, That the Lo tp's' People have lived and 


died in the Communion of that Church; and I am ſure you 
would not vindicate the Worſhip-of that idolatrous Church 


by the Practice of the M aldenſei who attended it, and yet 


are famous n N to this! Day, as er of 


On ier. 0 
: Ohj. 5th, n Sant to hank why I Houle: refuls wy 


1 5 Explanation of Mattb. vi. Ver. 19,21. and yet ſee a Neceſ- 
vty- ts explain Ver. 20, as alſo other Texts quoted by you; 
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aid ybu rhink our LORD Kimſelf explains; the Abbe 
zi Verſes, and ſoric other Verſes following, by che 33d 
Verſe ot that Tame Chapter, where it is ſaid, But ſeek; 50 
fn the Kingdom of GOD, Gde. or, as Laie has it; But vatht# 
ſeek ye, &c. and you ay the two Verſes quoted by me, Foy 
fome of the following Verſes; plainly explain What * 
Things are that are there promiſed- to be added. . 


Anſ. Tho I refuſed your Explanation of the 19th and n 


2tft Verſes of the 6th Chapter of Matth. becauſe to me it a. 
pears to Ueftroy the Text, and diſagrees with the parallel 
Paſſage i in the 12rh Chapter of Late; 3 yet 1 inſiſt for an Ex- 
plicattion of them, and à Senſe that appears to me neceſſa. 


rily" imported in the Words, both as they Ratid in the 


Gretk int in our Tranflation, and perfectly agreeable to the 
Striin of the Nerv Teftament, and the Practice of the LORD, 
and'of all his Followers, recorded in the Scriptures. ' 5 
'You know I ſhe/ what are the Things we are forbid 
ro tay tip on Earth, and commanded to lay up in Heaven; 
from what is ſaid: of the Moth and Raft corrupting, and of 
Thieves ſtealing; 'and thar 1 plead theſe Words, Lay not uf 
for yourfelves Treaſures upon Earth, or; Do not irta ſure to vou. 
ſelves Treaſures on the Earth, cannot be taken to fi ignify no 


more but this; Do not Wölke that which yo lay up on the 


& Earth your Treafhre; * or; % When you lay up corraps - 
« tihlè Things that may be ſtollen on ie Earth; do not 


« ſet your Heurts on theſe Things as your Portion Az - 


gainſt this Gloſs, which appears, ar firſt Sight, to offer Vio- 
lence. ta the Text, I pleaded the oppoſite Command in the 


20th Verſe, But lay up for Jour ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, or, 
treaſure to yourſelues . Treaſures in Heaven, which. 1 hewed,. 
from Luke xii. 33. the Scriprure has not left you nor me 
eicher ra explain; for d gives the Meaning: of theſe Words | 


expreſſly; ro-which' alſo theſe other Serlpeyres agree, 


xvi. 9 Gal. vi. 6,.— 10. 1 Tim. vi 18, +9; And I like- 
wiſe pleaded that Motive which the LORD makes Uſe of | 
to enfor ce bis Exhortation, Ver. 21. Fr where your Treafure | 


11 there 0 will your Heart be * . W wearing ro {you 


> 'S, *% = 42 Z s 4 H ; Iz * 
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Gtoſs, ean mean no more but this, c Where your Heart 
E, 4s, there will your Heart be alſo;“ or, «© Where you 
place your Treaſure, there, will you place your Trea- 
E fure alſo.” And the Abſurdity of this needs not be fur- 
ther pointed out. HIST 5 . 8 5 „ 

os alſo, on the other Hand, endeavour to fix your 
Senſe of, Lay not up. Treaſures upon Earth, by the oppo- 
fre Command, Lay up ——Trea/ures'in Heaven, which you 

make to be ſetting our Heart and Aflections on Things a- 
bove, that is, making theſe Things, our Treaſure : . And 
this is all you would have to be intended in the Expreſſion, 

And I again infiſt for the Senſe || of that Expreſſion which 

the Scripture itſelf gives me in the parallel Place, ' Luke 
3Zth Chapter, and ſay, That, to lay up Treaſures of Things 


that might be, corrupted, or ſtollen, if laid up on the Earth; 


to lay up Treaſures of ſuch Things in Heaven; is to give 
em in Alms, to give them to the Poor, and ſo lend them to 
the Lo RD; and this is ſowing to the Spirit, of which Life 
eyerlaſting is reaped; this is laying up in Store for ourſelves a 
good Foundation againſt the Time to come, that we may lay 
old on eternal Life; and thus we make to ourſelves Friends 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that; when we fail, they 
may receive us into everlaſting Habitations. If we be thus 
treaſuring to ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, and not treaſur- 
ing to ourſelves Treaſures on the Earth, our Lo xv ſignifies 
to us, it will be an Bvidence that our Heart and Affection 
ty 445 e hs 3 5-2 he TY 8 is 


„ll That Senſe is in our LORD's. Words, Luke xii. 
33x: 34. Lell that ye, have, and give Alms; provide yonr- 
ſelves Bags cohich Wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens, #hat 
failetb not, where no Thitf Pe neither Moth corrupteth : 
For where your Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo. After 


- 


this, one would think it very bold to ſay, That our LORD 
means not giving Alms, by laying up to ourſelves Treaſures in 
[Heavin, but ſomething elſe. And yet when this Queſtion, 
«concerving making rich in this World, is duly conſidered, 
the Lawfulneſs of it cannot be ſupported without denying 

that the LORD means Almſgiving, by laying up Treaſures 
ein Heaven, z. e. refuſing his denſe of his own Words. 


59 
is ſet on Things above, and not on Things?on the Earth 
and, at the ſame Time, a Mean of taking our Affection 
off earthly Things to heavenly ; and the Reverſe will be, 
if we be treaſuring to ourſelves Treaſures. on the Earth 
For, ſays he, wits! 2 Treaſure is, there will your Heart be 
aſp. 

As for the other Texts quoted by you, that you r 
1 ſaw a Neceſſity to explain, I wiſh you had put me in Mind 
of them, becauſe I may miſtake your Meaning, and overs 
look the Texts you haye in your View, I remember of two 
Texts that you wanted to palm Senſes upon, that put ma 


upon ſhewing, that the Words of theſe Texts, as they 


ſtand in Connection with the reſt of the Scripture, could 
not bear theſe Senſes; and, at the ſame Time, I thought 1, 


was vindicating the Scripture Stile, and Way of Speaking, 


from an Imputation that, in my View, was injurious. The 
Texts were, Take no Thought for To-morrow, and, Sell that 5 
_ and give Alms. 

As to the HFrſt, if I remember right, I told you, That 
neither the Greek Word, nor the Znglib Phraſe, Taking 
Thought, by which that Word is rendred, could bear that 
Senfe that you wanted to fix upon it; for neither © 
them. ſignify mere ſimple Thinking, but thinking with 
Anxiety and careful Solicitouſneſs, burdening the Mind: 
And to this agrees an Expreſſion the LORD uſes on this 


Subject in the parallel Paſſage, Luke xii. 29. Neither be of 


doubtful Mind; ar, as ir is on the Mar, gin, Live not in care 
ful Suſpenſe. And, as Taking T, bought Je the Merrow ſtands 
in Connection with the Context, it muſt ſignify taking the 
Care and Burden of our Life, our Food and Raiment To- 


morrow, upon our own Thoughts, inſtead of caſting i It u- 
pon our Father in Heaven, and in Oppoſition to doing our 


Duty this Day, in ſceking the Kingdom of GOD, and his 
|Righteouſaeſs, and in Oppoſition to Contentment with the 


. preſent Food and-Raiment he gives us, and to Submiſſion to 
his Will as to our Life To-morrow, and what he ſhall 


chen ſee needful for us; * in a Wen in Oppoſition to 
; I” 


_ Bying ap to ourſelves Froaſures in Heaven, Ne 
iu is tho literal Senſe ( pardon the Expreſſion) of, Taking 
10 Thongbt jor To:morrows 4; but if .L.miltake not, the Senſe 
you wantcd to fix upon it, was, That we ſhould not. fo 
much as think, let be 10 ſay, on the Morrow, if the LORD 

will, wwe fall livin: and do this or h. And, 1 myſt own, this 
* Treatment of the Letter of the Goſpel that any. Au. 
thor would think himſelf 1yjured by as to his W r itings. 
Ann, as I took it, Sell that ye have, and give Almi, way 
treated mult in the fame Manner, to ſhe that it is as un- 
lawful, by the Letter of the Goſpel, to have that Food and 

Raiment wherewith we are called te be content, as to 

make vich in this World with that which we have te give 


5 * * 


would have it, came to this, Thar a Chriſtian ought not 0 
hare any Thing what ſoever unſold; that he ought not to 
bade to give to bim that needeth , that na Chriſtian ought to 


Bowels toward his Brother, whom he ſeeth have Need, by 
Felieving him off the Life that he himſelf hath, and that 
: + Take no Thought. This Prohibition, M3 UEPIANG, Ts Th 
Jh Caan, and di) pephunionTs Us Tv af , 15 pointed . 
fie ſtoring up to ourſelves Treaſures on the Earth, againſt 


Z 45 
er wa 


e evil or covetous Eye, and againſt the Service of Mammon, 

Ver. 19,—23, 24, 25. and Eule x11. 21, 22, and it is ſet a- 
gainſt the Gentiles ſecking what to eat and drin 

withal to be cloathed, to which our ſeeking firſt the King- 


And the LQRD. preſſes this Prohibition upon his People, 
by the peculiar Care of their Father about them, without 
whoſe Providence their taking Thought can avail them no- 
thing, and by the Promiſe to them ſeeking the Kingdom 
of G00 firſt, that theſe Things they would take Thoughr 
About /ball be added to them, Ver. 26, 27, 30, 3t, 33, 34. 
with Luke xit. en 33. and, as it is thus ſtated, it 
can be a Prohibition of nothing elſe; but that very Temper 
of Mind that's abſolutely neceſſary to our making ourſelves 
rich in this World, tho' it do not always reach that End, 


to him that needeth; for the. Senſe of the Words, as you | 


Biave this World's Good, er Life, from which be can eu bis | 


k, and where- 
dom of God is oppoſed, V. 31, 2 33. with Lu. xii. 29, 30, 31. 
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— to i of others; and not ut 
aun Bread, becauſe, if ater a Man has been ſometime a 
Frofeſſor of the Goſpel, and had Oppprianity to ſell whatſo- 

er he hath, if he hath any Thing vhaiſoever unſold, he 
is living a Life of Diſabedience to the Suns in ng . 
ter of it, Sell that ye have, and give Aims. | 

And thus, by. turning this poſitive Precept into a Ne- 
gative, that it may be on a Footing with the Prohibitiun 
to make rich in this World, and forcing the Words to day 
more than they can ſay, either in A Conſiſtency with the 
reſt of the Goſpel, or as they ſtand in that Patlage; i in Op- 
poſition to the Evil that's there condemned, you are ſo fond 
as to think you have evaded the Force of what's pleaded 

the expreſs: Law of J=$vs CnnisT, and from the 

whole Strain of the Goſpel, againſt making rich in this 
World. And after this, need not wonder that ſome of 
dur Peoples Words, on this Subj ject, have been ſo much 
| wire - drawn, and abſurd — made from them, and 
theſe faſtned upon them, in order to ridicule the Doctrine 
L they were maintaining, That a. Chriſtian ſhould fly from 
the Defire to be rich in this World, and inſtead of that, 
ſhould make rich toward GOD by Almſgiving. And this 
fame Doctrine is the more confirm'd to me, the more I ſee 
* oppoſed in this Manner. The Truth of the Goſpel diſ- 
-dains ſuch a Method of mainzaining it, and born this Sort 
of Oppoſition to it. 
Fon my Part, who can make nothing of the Goſpel 
without the Letter of ies and therefore reſolve to hold 
dy the Letter, IL am perſwaded that the Goſpel commands 
Chriftians to ſtudy 20 do their own Buſineſs or Aſtairs, and 20 
work with their own Hands, that they may Walk: honeſtly toward 
them that ave without, and may bave Lack of nothing, or of no 
Man, and likewiſe that they may have to give t9 bim that 
i noedeth; and, at the ſame Time, I am no leſs perſwaded that 
the fame Goſpel commands us to Sell that ce have, and give 
Ams, and ſo to provide ourſelden Bags which was not old, a 


„nf in the Heavens, that fag not, where no Thief ap- 
| AY beth, 


{» 
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ſhall put on. 


— 


5 * * 


+ proacheth, neither Moth | fs and that becauſe where our 
- Treaſure is, there <vill our Heart be alſo. And I think 1 can 
direct you to a Caſe ſtated by the LORD himſelf, and to 
-which this laſt Command has a plain Reference, wheredy 
you may perceive that I hold no 8 in —_— 
by both theſe Commands of the Goſpel. - 0 
Tux rich Man's Ground, in the Parable, was his Living: 
: His Buſineſs that he had to do, that ke might have Lack of 
no Man, walk honeſtly, and give to him that needeth, was 
about that Ground. In keeping this Ground, the Inſtru- 
ments needful for his Bufineſs, and his Seed unſold, and in 
living on the Product of his Ground, as it caſt up to him, he 
did nothing that the Goſpel condemns; ; but when it caſt up 


more than this, and the Queſtion was, Where he ſhould 
| beſtow this that he now had, to the beſt Advantage, and 
he laid it up, and treaſured it to himſelf on the Earth, 


then he did contrary to that Command of the Goſpel, 
Seil that ye have, and give Alms, &c. He ſhould, if had been 


- ' wiſe, have ſold what he thus had to ſell, and diftributed it a- 
mong the Poor, and fo made rich with it toward GOD, in- 
Read of treaſuring it on the Earth for many Years, againſt. Fa- 
mine, Sick-bed, or old Age, that might happen to him; and 


fach as he, is every one that treaſureth to himſelf, and is not 
rich coward GOD. From the Caſe thus ſtated, and this Con- 


cluſion made upon it, the LORD infers an Exhortation to 


his Diſciples, thus, Therefore I. ſay unto you, Take no Thought 
for your Life, ns ye ſhall eat, neither for the Body, what ye 
| And ſeek not ye what ye ſhall eat, or wht 
ye 25 drink, neither be ye of doubtſul Mind : For all theſe Things 
do the Nations of the World. ſeek after. Hut rather ſeek ye 
e Kingdom of GOD, and all theſe. Things ſball be added unto 


o. Sell that ye have, and give Alms, &c. From which 


you may underſtand, that your Sell that ye have, and give 


Ams, and Take no J. Sls for the Morrow, mult lead you again 
to this, Lay not up for yourſelves Treaſures upon Earth; but 
lay up for yourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, and wuſt faſten that 


En you which you, wanted to ſhake off, vi. the Docxive a 
. That een, our enriching ourſelves in this World, as 
| ” 7.0 


= 
_— 
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Sede of Mami; and; Bad of tha; combat. 
> | Almſgiving, as the Service of GOD, that has the Promiſe 


of the Life that now is, and of that which is to come. 
And this ſame Doctrine that appears ſo frightful to you, 
8 that you would give up with the Letter of the Goſpel to 
ſave yourſelf from it, appeared ſo amiable and divine to 
> © Grotius, a noted Writer for the Truth of Chriſtianity, that 
he ſcruples not to draw an Argument from ir for the Truth 
of the Goſpel, and to ſhew to Infidels the Excelleney of 
Chriſtianity above all other Religions. 
Tov will not, I think, come better off with Maith. vi. 
33, which you give me as our LORD's own Explication of 
d dhe 19th and following Verſes of that Chapter, nor with. 
Late xii. 31. to which I'm ready to ſuſpe& you refer me, 
b. bor the Sake of the Engljb Word Rather; as to which yo 
1 may ſee Epbeſ. iv. 28. To Luke xii. 3 I. then, to which you 
rH have appeal'd, you ſhall go. And there, when I ask, What 
is the Duty that's laid upon us in theſe Words, Set ye the 
Kingdom of GOD, in Diſtinction from the Nations of the 
| World? The Context leaves you not to your own Diſcre-- 
tion as to the Anſwer. You'll be ready to think you have: 


o 


_ done enough, when you have told me of Faith and Pray-' 
5 er, and ſome agreeable Motions and Deſires of the Heart 
n toward that Kingdom; and you may enlarge upon theſe 
” excellent Things as much as you pleaſe, while, at the ſame 


Time, you imagine we may practiſe as the Nations of the 
8 World do, as to what they ſhall eat and drink, and put on, 
in all Time that may come, the furtheſt off as well as the 
5 the neareſt, and yet have our Hearts in the oppoſite Diſpo · 
pf fition to them, and in the firſt Place, or rather, intent on 

the Kingdom of Heaven, But the Text ſpeaks of a Prac- 
rice, whereby our Faith in Prayer, and the Intentneſs of 
| our Minds and Hearts on GOD's Kingdom, ſhall appear in 
. Oppoſition to the Practice of the Nations of the World. 


« | And now, ſee what the Context ſays, keeping in Mind 


5 the Introduction to it, from Ver. 13. and downward, and 


Pe | beginning ar the Bod of Ver. 8.—.—fla much mor 
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a - 
ſhall t, er bat ye ſball drink, neitber be ye of doubtful Mind: 


Ver 30 For all tieſe Things do the Nations of the H orld. ſeek af. 
ter, and your Father knoweth that ye have Need of theſe Think . 
Ver. 31. But rather ſeek ye the Kingdom of GOD, and all t { 
_ ſhall be addei unto you. Ver. 32. Fear mt, little Flock, 
10 


Kr. 33: Hell that ye have, and give Alms; provide yourſeloes 
Bas which wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens, that faileth' 
nat, where no Thief. approacheth, neither Moth corrupteth. Ver, 
34 For where your Treaſuve is, there will your Heart be alſo. 

HEN ycu conſider this, it will nat be eaſy for you to 
keep, Sell that ye bave, and give Ams, &c. out from being 
imported in the Exhortarion, Seek ye tbe Kingdom of God. 
And thus ſhall own to you, that the 454 Verſe of Matth. 
&h Chap. Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of GO and bis Righteouſe 
m/s, agrees exactly, tho'in another Way than you thought 
of; with the 19, 20 and 41 Verſes of that Chapter: And 
in doing as I'm there; directed, I have the Promiſe that 
GQD/will add to me in Time coming, as he ices I then 
need, theſe Things that the Men of the Nations are fiow 
adding to themſelves again the Time to come, and againft 
Needs they or theirs may be in; and he will provide theſe 
Things for me; as far as they can bè added unto my en- 
„ the Kingdom which I'm ſeeking in the firſt Place; 
by 8 


ing Alms, inftead of laying up for/theſe ſuppoſed. 


Nesds myſelf on the Earth. n +, 
Ax y let it not be firange to you, that I hold the Practice 
of Almſgiving, in Oppoſition to making rich in this World, 
to he ſee king the Kingdom of GOD and his Righteouſnefs: 
For if the Skin 7 e it is the Fa- 
ther's good Pleaſire to give to CHRIS T's little Flock, be 
the ſame with ſeeking eternal Life, then yeu may fee, fron 
Gal. vi 6, —— 10. that doing good to all Menz eſpecial- 
ly unte them who are of the Houſhold of Faith, is ſowing 
to the Spirit, and he that thus ſocveth, ſball of the Spirit reap 


oy 


Life, everlaſting; and if we do not weary and faint in this Welk 
doing, we [ball in due Time reap. And you may alſo ſee, from 1 
Tim. vi. 6—— 1:2 and 18, 19 that if we would lay hold 
8 eternal Life, fighting the good Fight of Faith, we muſh 


flee the Love of Money, and the Will or Deſire to be rich, 


being content with the Food andRaiment which we have; 


and chat, it we have the Wealth of this World, we muſt 
Ho good, be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 


nunicate, laying up in Store, or treaſur;ng up for ourſelves a good 


— 
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Nundatim againſt the Time to come, thet we may lay bold en en 
nal Life, And thus we ſeek the Kingdom of GOD, or eter- 


nal Life, by Almſgiving, as the Nations of the World ſcele 
to. lay up a Foundation to themſelves for this Life, in 


* 
* 
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5 


3 


> 
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Time to come, by laying up Treaſures on the Earth. - - 


Nox let it offend you, that I call this, Seeking GOD, 


Righteouſneſs : For, ſuppoſe that to be the Righteoutneſy 


that's wrought already by Jasvs CHRIS T, to which we 
can add noihing, and which alone can juſtify us, or intith 
us to the Kingdom, and to eternal Life ; what is it that the 
Goſpel calls us to, as our Duty with Reſpect to that Righte- 
ouſneſs reveal'd in the Goſpel? Is it not to believe it, an 
to bring forth the Fruits of that Faith? Is it not to gi 


all Diligence to make ſure to ourſelves an Intereſt in it, by 


theſe Fruits of Faith? And is not this done by the Labour 


* 
. 


of Love, in miniſtring to the Saints? A&b. vi. 10, 11. 


And you ſee how our Intereſt in that Righteouſneſs, or our 


Title to the Kingdom, thro' it, will be manifcſted at laſt, 
Matth. xxv. 3440. Is not he then, who is — 


in the Work there ſpoke of, ſeeking the Kingdom of GO 

and his Righteouſneſs? The pure and undefil'd Religion 
mention'd by James, and the Fruit meet for Repentance, 
ſpoke of by John Baptiſt, is a very notable Part of our Con- 


formity to the Righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST, and to 


the Father's Love in giving him; and 1 0 ſays, Fe - 
e is righteous ; 


that doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as 
he condeſcends on this as the great Inſtance of it, ſee x 
Jobn iii. 7, 16, 17, 18. and compare 2 Cor. ix. 9, 10. and 
ſſaiah, lviii. 7, 8. which, if you conſider, ſerves to let you 
ſee that Almſgiving is not fo 3 to his Righteouſneſs as 
ea, and this 1s it to which 
GOD's Promiſe, of adding theſe Things to us, in the Time 
of onr Need that may come, which the Gentifes ſeek to 
add to themſelves, is annexed, both in the Old Teſtament 
Prophecy and in the New Teſtament, ſee Pſal. xxxvil. 25, 26. 
PAL 67,44 „„ ̃ . 
Obj. 5. You ſay, I think alſo, that there is ſomething 
« relating to this in what our Lo RD ſays unto his Apoſtles, 
cc Hhenfl rſt ſending them out to preach rhe Goſpel. Then 
c he ſays unto them, Provide nothing for your Journey, as you 
« have it in Matthew roth Chap. And yet afterwards fats 
(being about to leave them) ¶ hen I ſent you without Purſe, 
% &c, lacked ye any Thing? 55 ſaid, Nothing. But now, 


MM > 


+ 
o 


> Þ 
© vo 
* 
&'D 
* 


* - 


* 
> 
« 


1 "uf 
= 5 


i 
7 


_— 
- — 
* 


53 
35 


* 
* 


. 
* 
. 


ce hid he; He that hath a Purſe let him take it, Sec. as you 


cc have it in Luke 22d Chapter.“ 


Apoſtles, after CHRIS r left them, and the firſt Chriſtians, 


did with their Purſes; and then ſee what you can make of 


that Word, as they obſerv'd it, for making rich in this 
World | | | | 


_ 


Okj..7. Vo v ſay, after a Commendation of Paul, to which 


I heartily agree, When exhorting the Church of Co- | 
cc 


rinth to a liberal Contribution for the poor Saints, he 


&« ſays, I peak not by Commandment, &c. and again only 


cc fays, as every Man hath purpoſed in his Heart, ſo let him give. 
c By which I think it is plain, the Quantity is much left 


c unto the Diſcretion or Conſcience of the Giver, and na 
ec here that I know of aſcertained by the Apoſtle. Nei- 


tc ther do I thiak that the Example of the Churches of Ma- 


ic cedonia (as to the Quantity of their Gift) ſet before the 


« Church of Corinth by the Apoſtle, was any Command 
« from him to them, to give as the Churches of Macedonia 
de had done; it being teſtified of them, that they gave be- 
« yond their Power.. PE ns 
Anſ. I own I cannot underſtand what you mean here by 

its being left to the Conſcience of the Giver ; for, if there 


be no Law about ir, I cannot ſee what the Conſcience of 


Right and Wrong can have to do with it. But as to Almſ- 
giving being left to the Diſcretion of the Giver, I muſt ob- 
ſerve you cannot make out that Concluſion * from this 


Paſſage, 


* 9 be Concluſion bere intended is not, That it is left to our Diſ- 
cretion, whether ave ſhall give Alms at all or not, though that 
might be the ſame Way inferred from this Paſſage, as is this Con- 


cliſion, hat it is left to the Diſcretion of the Giver, whether he | 
ſhall ſo give Alms, as likewiſe to make rich in this World, or 


not. If this be not what's mean t hy leaving the Quantity to the 
Diſcretion of the Giver, the Argument is no Way pointed to the 


Thing in Queſtion. And indeed it is nothing to the Point in Queſti- 


on, though the Apoſtle bad left it free to the Corinthians, what 


they ſhould give in that particular Collection, or quhether their 
Charity (that wanted not other Channels to flox in) ſbould run 

cut as aboungantly in the Contribution for the Saints in Judea._ 
as did the Macedonian Charity. Could it ever be inferred from + 


this, That be left it to them, whether they would ſerve &, b 
Almſgiving, and alſo Mammon, by. making rich, or GOD alone ? 
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Ir is not teftify'd of the Macedonians, that they gave be- 
om their Power, but that they were willing beyond their 


Paſſage, without going upon ſuch Miſtakes as I ſee you 


have fallen into here. 


* 


ower. N "3. | 

AN p the Apoſtle here exhorts to a liberal Contribution, 
in Imitation of them, eſpecially in their Willingneſs and 
Ferwardneſs in it, and wants that they ſhould not act in it, 
as doing a Thing under the Conſtraint of a Command, 
to which they were otherwiſe unwilling; becauſe he would 
have it as Bounty, like the Macedonians, and not as Cove- 
touſneſs, which gives more ſparingly and grudgingly, or of 


| Neceſſity; And ſo he ſignifies co them, he would not be 
thought to command them to contribute, whether they, 


would or not. That would not have been conſiſtent with 
the Nature of Almſgiving, nor with his Call and Exhor- 
tation to a hearty bountiful Contribution, which is true 


Almſgiving, after the Example of the Macedonians. x 


An vp the Goſpel no where conſtrains us with any Com- 
mand to do Alms againſt our Wills ; but it requires hearty 


Almſgiving, juft as the Apoſtie does in this Inftance, as a a 


Proof of the Sincerity of our Love, which you have overlooked 
when you cited the firſt Part of the Verſe, viz. I ſpeak 
not by Commandment. Nor have you noticed, that he re- 


quires this bountiful Sowing in Connection with the Pro- 


miſe of reaping bountifully, and that he requires it in Con- 


nection with the Glory of GOD, and demands it as the 


Profeſſion of their Subjection to the Goſpel of CHRIST 

Neither have you obſerved, that theſe Words, Every Aan 

according as he hath purpoſed in bis Heart, Rand in Oppolition to 

grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, and come in conſequence of his 
Threatning to ſowing ſparingly, or covetouſly, and his Pro- 

miſe to bountiful Sowing; and he concludes it with this 
Reaſon, For GOD loveth a cheer{ul Giver. | 


AND you have not conſidered all that the Apoſtle ſays 
to the Corinthians concerning this Contribution, when you _ 
afffrmihie only ſays, As every Man bath purpoſed in bis Heart, 
ſo let him give, and' this to ſhew, that the Quantity is left 
to the Giver's Diſcretion. You have not conſidered theſe _ 


Werds, If there be firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted, according 
to that a Man bath, and not according to that he bath nit. Nor 
have you conſider'd what he had {aid to them of this famg 

EY „„ Con- 


" ST 32 


—_ oe N — — 2 — — be. 
—_— korn 0 a Liſt of what every particular Per ſon had, and was 
Ahle do give, and given a particular Direction to cvery one 
accordingly; and that could have amounted to no. more 
than what he aces, when he ſay Trane, 4 to chat; Aan 
And, upon the Whole, unleſs you can ſiy, That the 
; whole Obedience of the Goſpel is left to our Diſcretion, 
| 1 it muſt all be unconſtrain d, and with Purpoſe of 
mall never prove from this, or any Paſſage in 
the tte Gale. that Almſgiving, ,as it ſtands oppoſed to mak- 
ing rich in this World, is leit ro bur Diſcretion. His 
Commandments are not pricvous to his Children; that o- 
vercome the World by Faith; and if the Law concerning | 
Alms be grievous to us, we Ripe let it alone; but then 
let us not pretend to be the Children of the Father which i is 
in Heaven. 5 £ 
| Tyvs I have run over 3 bjections, and if I have 
left any Thi ee, 15 put me in Mind. 4 — 
I have ſaid, I think enou r the Time. But then, 
ire not to think that 1 — any ſuch vain or fe lm | 
Imagination, as to think myſelſ ſufficient in diſputing, to 
; match a Luſt of this World, eſpecially that deceitful one 
of Coverouſneſs, ſeeing I find myſelf ar from being any 
Thing like a Match for the Lufts of the World in my own 
Soul. The Word of GOD can cleanſe us from them: 
at Weapon is migtty,thro" GOD, for caſting down ſtrong 
Holds. And if I had faid any Thing beſide that, let it be 
rejected; and ſo, leaving you with theſe two 1 
Hatth, vi. 2%, 23. Joby W. 20, 21. ,. 
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